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Mr. Toast Master, Ladies and Gentlemen:

Our Guest Speaker this evening is probably already well known to a
large number of you. I am sure that a great many of you have already had
ocCasion to meet him in the many activities in which he is engaged, and that
you have already recognized his ability and many sterling qualities of
Character. Taothose of yom, however, who have not had the distinct pleasure
of hearing him in a public address, and of lmowkng him as a friemd, I take
real and genuine pleasure in this opportunity. In the beginning, let me say
that I feel my inability to present him as he should be presented, and with
your indulgence I shall in these few feable words undertake to state some of
his fine qualities, and to touch upon the high spots of his pre-eminently
successful career. In doing this I shall for the sake of ooweenience go
from the present back into.the dim and distamt past. Wl +

4//en

Our Speaker has long been recognized for his legaljand religious
abilities, and has already been honored by the electorate of this County.
He holds one of the highest offices in our district judiciary. He has
occupied this position with credit and honor for several years, and I
predict forrhim continued success in this field of indeavor. His fine
sense of justice and fairmess have brought him the regardx and esteem of
all peoples thoough our County. Aside from his vocation, he is an able
lgyman in our church, and is a bible and sunday school teacher of note.
He is a member of the Highlands Methodist Church of this City -- Dr. Marvin
Franklin's church, where he teaches a large class of men each Sunday.
He has appeared before many civic gatherings of note as a public speaker,
and wheTe he has made many friends, and impressed our people with his sincerity,
and his knowledge of public and religious matters. This success is not
unusual in our Spealsr, for he comes by these abilities honestly. His
Patle r before him, Mr, R.V. Windham was an active lay member of the Church,
and was widely known for his religious and charitzble activities, and his
success as a Sunday School and Bible teacher. I have heard mem say that his
Father was the best Sunday School teacher they hal ever heard.

Before his election to the public office which he has so creditably
occupied, he was engaged in the gemeral practice of law hase in Birmirngham.
In this field he was and 1s highly respected by the local Bar Association, and
the members of the legal profession, and he enjoyed a Very successful practice,
and a large clientele. I have never heard any adverse criticism of him in
his professional activities. Among lawyers he is kmown and respected as
a fair minded person, conscientious worker, governmed by deeply religious
motiges, yet an humble man who generously applauds the right, and unhesitatingly
condemns the wrong where ever he finds it. He is a 7 day religionist, for
he lives his principles day by day, and those who know him, homor him for it.
He is an apt student of the law, and a resourceful practicioner.

Before caming to Birmingham he was a student at the University of
Alabama, where he graduated with homors in the Law Department. He was president
of the Student Body, and actively engaged in student activities. His academic
Tecord was excellent,
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Our Speaker was reared at Millport, in Lamar County, Alabamd, where his father
waS & Sugcessful mer chant. He attended the public schools of Lamar County,
and led the life of a country boy. He 1s a country boy, wo went to towm,
and who is still literally 'going to town'.

Although I have had his personal acquadntance for only a few years,
1 first heard of him many years ago, as his reputation had already them sone
before him. I was reared in the small hamlet of Fayette, an humble and
unimpos ing place in Fayette County, which adjoins Lamar County, the home of \
our Speaker. My home town and his were only about 25 miles apart -- just a
little distanCe down the freenville Branch of the Southern Railway. O0f course, |
I assume that all of you have at some time or another made a pilgrimage to
Fayette to view its many points of scenic interests But how many of you have
ever visited Millport? — Let there be a showing of hands, Please.--- Just
as I suspected, not & oné. Now, how many of you are willing to admit that
you have never heard of Millport before tonight?. Show your hands please.
Uh huh — just 28 I thought, not & soul. Well that information affords me
more lattitude 1n handling this subject. Back many years ago & considerable
rivalry existed between the town of Millport and the town of Fgyette. Our
rivalry was principally evidenced by athletic competition and sports. Our
towns Were about equally divided in the matter of sporting interest, so
competition was keen, and it was nip and tuck all the time between us., dJust
to show you, I recall one time in 2 baseball game between us, when we made
a total of 27 runs in cne game -— Just imagine that -~ 27 runs in one game,
—~ but then the only thing that was wrong was that Millport had made 31 runs
and won the ball game. Life generally in & town the size of Fayette is a
pretty quiet affalr, and our opportunities were limited, and its no surprise
that 80 few of us have sucteeded in our life's callings. However, with
Millport, there was much more to offer, because it kas a metrpolitamn atmosphere,
teeming with business activity, and a crowded high speed social life, brilliant
night 1ife, the urbanity of a successful metrpolls, and a white way which was
the envy of all the neighborhood towns. Therefore it is easy for you to
understand why our Speaker of the evening has gone so far, rigen to such
hights, and achieved such a Success. Who knows, had the sl tuation been reversed,
I might have been the principal speaker here this evening, instead of the
modest vehicle and medium of bringing this Speaker before you.

There are many anecdotes and occurances about our Speaker which
1 could give you, but I fall miserably as a recouteur and lack the natural
abllities to bring them out, and further, time forbids that I t{respass further
on the Speaker's time. However, there is one occuramce which stands monumental ly
in my memory, which I feel I should reveal to you. It is of the dim and distant
years. 'The Eyes of memory will not sleep, its ears are open still, and vigils with
the past they keep, agalnst my feeble will'., Some 25 or more years ago, one of the
local oivic clubs of my home town decided to promobe and perform & minstral show,
the proceeds of which would largely go to the benifit of a local charity., 4s a
young lad around town, I was called upon to take a part, and ome of my duties
was the canvassing of the adjoining towns, including Millport, in thesale of
ti€kets, and in desiminating publicity about the coming show. I distinectly
remember my arrival in Millport that fatal Saturday morning. Although I had
been there many times, and was familiar with the town, I saw at omce that there
was something radically wrong. — the town was disturbed -~ its normal equlibrium
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was upset, its even tenor awrey. Its streets were practically vacant of
humen beings; there was an air of impending disaster, and an unpleasantness
unusual to the place — somethinz of the deadly quiet before the storm.
Realizing this I advanced cautiously down the main street, my squeeking

shoes and the resound of my heels, making echoes, which flwe back and

forth from wall to wall across the street, until finally lost in the
distance. Om ariving at the first Cormer, I noticedz a posse gathering

in fromt of Wingham's general store. Just as I passed the drug store,

two dissolute youths, full of ice cream soda staggered out the door, and

1 immediately stopped them and went into my spiel, exhibited my minstral
tickets and undertook to make a sale. I was rather rudely informed by

them that they had other and far more important business at hand. From

their stern decorum #nd forbidding countenances, I was led to interrogate
them on the cause for the posse, and they told me that a posse waz gathering
to try to catch young Whit Wingham and put shoes on him. Needless to say,

my ticket Selling campaign at Millport was a failure on account of the
turbulent dsy. But it all goes to show you how the events in a young
person's life oft times will follow through, and influence his vhole life.

For here I am now, still trying to sell minstral tickets. Now please dont
mis understand mg, these remarks are not conceived with the purpose, nor
intenjed as an offering at this time amd place, of tickets to the fine minstral
show whieh is to be given by the Bast hake Lions Club at Woodlawn High School
on next Thursday night at 8:30 PM, nor are my remarks intended to tell you

of the many fine acts of the show, which will last approximately 1% hours;
nor that the proceeds, or a greater part of them will be applied to a very
charitable purpose, or that the Lions themselves are furnishing a large number
of tickets at their own individual expense, so that the children of the

Mercy home, orphanage and Boys Indistrial School can attend. Neither is it
my intent or purpose to offer you here these tickets at the extremly low
price of only $.50 for addlts and $326 for children. In fact I do not
intend these remarks as advertising media at all, ¥mk in so far as it pertains
to the sterling performance, which I repeat will take place at 8:30 FM next
Thursday night at Woodlawn High gohool. My whole purpose in mentioning this
chain of events is merely to offer you a parallel, and a sort of comparison,
t0 show you how youthful invipvonment affects the mature life of the individual.
The evil that men do lives after them --- you know.

Now so much for all these lauditory remarks conCerning omr Guest
Speaker. Since I have taken up consi derable time, probably more than I should,
I shall without further ado proceed to the task at hand. Therefare, it is
ingeed a pleasure, and a distinct homor for me to present to you, your guest
Speaker of the evening. His subject is of his own choosing, amd I am sure
will be of real interest to you. I now offer you, friend, sble lawyer,
eminent juriust, fine kindly Christian Gentlemen, Lamar County's pride and
Jjop, the Honorable Wnitten Windham, Circuit Judge for the 10th Judicial Circuit
ofilabama. Jujge Windhame




