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For additional information on the Holleman House,
Gladys Holleman Barlow and Isle of Wight
Hollemans, please review my postings of autumn of
2013.

Again our thanks to Billy Joe Holleman, his wife and
son and all the Barlows for their many kindnesses
during the early April 2016 Gathering of Hollymans
from all over the United States.
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2013

We continue our series of articles on the historic 1830 Holleman
House which rests in Isle of Wight County, Virginia on part of the
original plantation of Christopher Holyman (:618-1601), the founder of
‘most Hollimans (and many spellings) living in the United States today.
My continued thanks to Sarah Barlow Wright, Janet Wright Moore and.
Susan Holleman Brewer for their sharing of information and critique of
these articles. This serics could not have been done without their
generous participation. GNH

Descendants of Christopher Holyman (d 1691)
who reside in Virginia to this Day
From the memorabilia of Gladys Holleman Barlow, courtesy of her
daughter, Sarah Barlow Wright, are some additional photographs.
Below, is the extended family of Josiah James (185:-1937) and Augusta
‘Hannah Holleman (1859-1941) gathered for a picture in 1921. Theyare
sitting on the front steps of the house. Wilson Holleman (1803-1673),
builder of the house, had given it the name of 'Mayfield and for 2 number of
years the post office i the vicinity was called Mayfield.
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Descendants of Christopher Holyman (d 1691)
who reside in Virginia to this Day
From the memorabilia of Gladys Holleman Barlow, courtesy of her
daughter, Sarah Barlow Wright, are some additional photographs.
Below, is the extended family of Josiah James (185:-1937) and Augusta
Hannah Holleman (:859-1941) gathered for a picture in 1921. Theyare
sitting on the front steps of the house. Wilson Holleman (1803-1873),
builder of the house, had given it the name of 'Mayfield and for 2 number of
years the post office i the vicinity was called Mayfield.
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Fifty-four years later another family gathering was photographed on the
samesite on a cold day in February 1975. As with all families new
generations are born as the old depart. This was a celebration of Gladys
Holleman Barlow’s Soth birthday. Sheis on the far right with the purple
corsage. Ofinterest to the historian, the names of Cofer and Gwaltney,
families who lived in the Mill Swamp area in the 16005 with the original
founder, Christopher Holyman, stil are living in the vicinityand
manying 2oth Century Hollemans.
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Below, presentin 1975, just as they were on a summer dayin 1923, were
brother and sister, Joseph Howard Holleman (1807-179), about
whom we have written previously, and Gladys Holliman Barlow (:895-
1996). Howard, a long serving member of the Virginia House of Delegates
from neighboring Surry County, also s pictured as a young man on the lefr,
below. Gladys, Howard and their brother, Algernon Hardy Holleman
((1903-1963) were born, not at the Holleman House, but atanother house
on the farm.
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Gladys Hortense Holleman Barlow (1805-1996), iveda long and.
generous ife in Isle of Wight County serving, among other activiies, as a
teacher, school principal, active leader in her Bapist Church and numerous
civic organizations. In 1921, she married Gordon Eugene Barlow, a
member of another prominentand early family of the County. They had five
children: Gordon Eugene Barlow, Jr., Hannah Barlow Bain,
Joseph Holleman Barlow, Sarah Barlow Wright and William Kyle
Barlow. At the time of her passing there were eight
grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren,




image9.png
HISTORICAL NOTES ON

ISLE /WIGHT

UNTY,
VIRGINIA

ek Hery King

Both the Barlow and Holleman family contributions to the community are
recorded in Helen Haverty King's 1986 work, Historical Notes on Isle of
Wight County, Virginia, a must read for the Serious student of James River
history.

Next posting, using Mrs. King's historical writings
and the Federal Censuses of the middle 1800s, we
shall learn more about the Hollemans who remained
in Virginia
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Exploring further Holleman History in Old Virginia
Part 5
by Glenn N. Holliman

We continue our series of articles on the descendants of Christopher
Holyman (d 1661) who have remained in Isle of Wight County, Virginia
‘and vicinity for Tundreds of years. My continued thanks to Sarah Barlow
Wright, Janet Wright Moore and Susan Holleman Brewer for their kind
help.

Above, aportrait of Gladys Holleman Barlow (1895 - 1996)

In the 1986 Many Voices, a treasury of Isle of Wight County, Virginia
‘personal memories, Gladys Holleman Barlow spoke of her life of the
early 20th Century on the family home, the Holleman House at Mill Swamp
adjacent to the Surry County border. We confinue.
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"My parents were farmers, and my husband and I were farmers. One of my
earliest memories is riding around in the horse and cart with my father
when he was measuring up peanuis. The peanut pickers would pick up
‘peanuts, and my father would go around late n the afternoon to measure
them and pay the pickers ten cents a bushel for having picked them up.
‘Hardly anybody picked over three bushels a day."

Below, the Holleman House and farm n the 1980s ca. To the right of the
‘main 1830 structure is possibly the oldest structure on the property, a
wood frame building that was the home of the Wilson Holleman family
prior to the construction of the wo-story imposing red brick structure.
‘Approximately 100 acres of the original 1601 plantation of 1,020 acres
till remain in the Holleman family. Phovgraph o ladys sl

e belo lantation courtesy ofSarah Barlow WTight her daugver.

Sartawand

"Another thing that was done then, but wouldn't be done now, was o bum
comn stalks on cold winter nights. My father would go around with a fre
brand and have these piles of con stalks about the fied o light. Tloved
going around vith them doing that, Another time, they would have corn
shuckings. Al the neighbors would come and shuck com. We would have
along row of itin the backyard, and I always had a gl come home with
‘me so we could walkin the shucks.
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‘There was an old brick house on our farm that was said to be haunted. My
father stored peants there without fear of anyone stealing them because
the neighborhood people were afraid of ghosts. Some strangers came one
time and asked himif they could dig around the house for treasures, and he
told them he felt sure there were no freasures, and he didn't want them
digging up his field, so he didn't give his permission. But the next day, he
went there, and they had during the night, so they must not have

been afraid of ghos’s. We don't know whether they found treasures or not."

Above, the 'haunted’ abandoned brick housein a former
Holleman field in Mill Swamp approximatelya half mile from the 1830
home. One Holleman cousin believes this mayhave been the site o the
original 1690 Christopher Holyman house; another cousin disagrees.

‘Shown above, soybeans are often the erop of choice for sle of Wight
farmers in the 215t Century and of course, peanuts arestill grown. In the
1600s, farmers such as the Hollemans would have grown several acres of
tobacco as the cash crop, and acres of com for the table and animals.

Hogs would have roamed freely in the woods until fros eating the mast. In
the 16705, according to a Surry County court case, Native Americans stole
and butchered some of the Holleman hogs. A year later Bacon's Rebellion
broke outin the colony duein large part fo confinuing friction befween the
o culures
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2013

Exploring Further Holliman History in Old Virginia,
art 4
by Glenn N. Holliman

We continue our series of articles on the descendants of Christopher
‘Holyman (d 1601) who have remained i Isle of Wight County, Virginia
‘andvicinity for Tundreds of years. My contimued thanks to Sarah Barlow
Wright, Janet Wright Moore and Susan Holleman Brewer for their kind
help.

A portion of Christopher Holyman's 1,020 acre plantation stil remains in
the Holleman family to this day. On that farmin 1805 Gladys Hortense
Holleman came into the world, the daughter of Josiah James and
Augusta Hannah White Binford Holleman, the then owners of the
‘property.

Gladys would marry Gordon Eugene Barlow in 1921 and live most of her
lifeat the Barlow farm, Oak Crest, in Isle of Wight County, but she retained
‘many memories of her childhood in Mill Swamp. The phiotograph below of
Gladys is courtesy of her daughier, Sarah Barlow Wright of
Smithfeld, Isle of Wight, Virginia.
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Below around 1907 (at Holleman House), Gladys stands to the far left
wearing a black hat and white dress. Walking in front of her is

her brother, Joseph Howard Holleman, Sr. Standing in front of the
white picket fence is another brother, Algernon Hardy Holleman, and
their mother, Augusta Hannah Holleman, Sitting on the porch, obscured,
is Josiah James Holleman. Sarah Wright believes this picture was
made as the children were going off o school.
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In 1986, an oral history of sle
of Wight County was published
andincluded several pages of
‘memories by Gladys. The work,
Many Voices, s available from
theIsle of Wight Museum and
Historical Society in Smithfeld,
Virginia, The following two
paragraphs are from the book:

"When I was young, our
entertainment was centered
around the home, church and
school. Iadmired the ministers'
families and the school
teachers; they were the educated
people of the community, and
welooked up to them.

Iwenttoa one-room schoolin
Mill Swamp, and when I was

fieen, I cameto Smithfield
High school and graduated there in 1913. Twent to Westhampton College
of the University of Richmond."

Below, alater version of the school at Mill Swamp, adjacent to the
Holleman plantation and the Mill Swamp Baptist Church. The date is
‘unknown. Thspicnie alsocouresyof Sarah Barlos Wrigh.
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Sarah Barlow Wright remembers her mother's story of her first dayat
school in the one room school house-

"The one room school house was nesxt to Mill Swamp Baptist Church.
On my first day in the first grade, I thought the itle recess was lunch ime,
so1 ook my lunch outside when we went to play. When we went back
inside, I forgot my lunch. Atlunch time, we found that hogs had eaten my
Tunch! Ibegan to cry. The teacher, who was the preacher's danghter, took
‘me across the road to the parsonage for lunch.”

That traumatic day of school in 1901 did not deter Gladys Holleman from
continuing her education. After graduating from collegein 1917,

she taught school in Wakefield, Virginia and became principal of that
samelitle school at Mill Swamp before her mariage in 1921.

Next more on Isle of Wight history and the
Hollemans
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2013

Glenn N. Holliman

We continue to report on the descendants of Christopher Holyman
(1618-1691), who livein the Isle of Wight County and Rickmond,
Virginia. My thanks to the distant cousins - Sarah Barlow Wright,
Janet Barlow Moore and Susan Brewer -who kindly shared their

time and photographs and proofread the article. There will be several
more postings on Jsle of Wight County, which to most Holymans (and
its many various spellings) is our American ancestral starting point.

bove, the Holleman House at Mill Swamp, Isle of Wight, Virginia in
1921, The family gathering was being held at the home of Josiah James
and Augusta White Binford Holleman. aure rom th cllecionof Sarah Barlos
right

Below, Sarah Barlow Wrightin her Ile of Wight, Virginia home with
‘reasured family photographs of her grandparents, Augusta Hannah
‘White Binford Holleman (1859-194:)and Josiah James Holleman
(185:1-1937). Sarah's grandfathet gave the land for the cemeteryat the Mill
Swamp Bapist Church adjacent to the historic Holleman House near the
Surry County border.
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Now retired, Mrs, Wright was a teacher or principal for over g5 years. She
‘grew upin sle of Wight County at Oak Crest, the Gordon Barlow Farm,
five miles north of Smithfield, close to the James River. Her mother,
Gladys Hortense Holleman Barlow (895-1996) was bomn at the
‘Holleman Farm at Mill Swamp, and later married Gordon Eugene
Barlow (1891-1973).

Sarah Wright's lineage n Isle of Wight extends from atleast 1661 when
Christopher Holyman purchased land from George Smith along the Cypress
River. Smithfield, Virginia takes its name from this family. Arthur Smith,

2 descendant of George, was the founder of the town in the 1750

Augusta Hannah White Binford Holleman had two children by a first
‘marriage and three with Josiah J. Holleman, Their children were Gladys
‘Hortense Holleman Barlow (mother of Sarah Wright), Joseph
‘Howard Holleman, Sr. (written aboutin earlier posts, heis the father of
Caroline Holleman Thomas and Joseph H. Holleman) and Algernon
‘Hardy Holleman (father of William Joseph Holleman, current owner
of the Holleman House)
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Right, Augusta White
Holleman

‘The lineage for this branch
of the Holleman family
flows as follows:

Josiah James Holleman
(1851-1937), son of

James Henty Holleman
(1819-1858), son of

William H. Holleman (795
1836), son of

Josiah Holleman (s77:-
1848), son of

Jesse Holliman, Sr. (1737-
1824), son of

John Holleman (1688-1752), son of
Christopher C. Holyman (1660 ca - 1731), son of

Christopher Holyman, Sr. (1618-1691), the immigrant from Bedfordshire
England who arrived in Jamestown, Virginia in 1650

‘The 1684 plantation, patented by Chistopher Holyman, Sr. eventually
descended to Wilson Holleman (1803-1873). The current house was
built by Wilson and Ann Nicholson Holleman. Wilson leftit to his son
Algernon Sidney Holleman (:838-1906), who died childless. The
‘House and farm then went to Josiah James Holleman, 2 first cousin.

Josiah leftit to his son, Algernon Hardy Holleman (:902-1963).
wwho passed the property o his son, William Joseph Holleman, who
owns the home foday. His son, William Joseph Holleman, Jr. nor
Tives on the farm, continuously occupied by Hollemans for almost 350
yeas.
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THURSDAY, APRIL 28, 2016

Christopher Hollyman's Plantation - 332 Years On
by Glenn N. Holliman.

Cousin Joe Barlow, whose mother Gladys
Holleman Barlow was born at the 1830 Holleman
House on the site of Christopher Hollyman's 1684
plantation, kindly has sent me this clipping from the
April 13, 2016 edition of the Smithfield Times. His
sister, Sarah Barlow Wright shares information on
the home.

Christopher Hollyman (1618-1691) first settled along
the Cypress River in Isle of Wight County, Virginia in
1661 according to early deeds. As an older man of age
66, he patented the 1,020 acres along Mill Swamp
bordering Surrey County and built a home and
tobacco barns. He left the land and improvements to
his four sons.
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Below a photograph of Gladys Holleman Barlow and

her 1996 obituary sharing information on her life in

Isle of Wight County, Virginia. Picture and obituary
courtesy of the Barlow family.
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Gladys Barlow, 101, former
'nc1pal and teacher
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