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JESSE HOLLEMAN. A MAN AMONG MEN

Jesse Holleman, the great-grandson of the patriarch of most of the Hollyman {varieus
spellings) clans in America, Christopher Hollyman (or Holyman) arriving in Jamestown in
1650 and through Christopher, Jr and his son John. All settled in Isle of Wight County, VA
(IoW) and had extensive land holdings in the Tidewater area of SE. VA,

We don't know much about his early life other than he was born about 1735-37, His
mother was named Elizabeth but we kuow little about her except that she was named as
heir and executrix of John's will dated and applied in 1751 when John died. Jesse inherited
260 acres beside Mill Swamp as a teenager and it's safe to say he began farming that and
growing into manhood. He was educated well enough to read and write as he signed his
name, not using an 'X'. Also in his later professions of surveyor and land appraiser many
documents and other written works were necessary. Even later, as a Baptist minister he'd
need to not only read and quote the Bible but to deal with the records and documents
required.

Jesse acquired other properties and expanded his farming, mainly tobacco, that leeched the
soils so badly land was only good for a few seasons. He and later his sons would work the
farms themselves as census records show him having only one slave, which he probably
could not afford in the early years. Tobacco demands a lot of skill to raise, cure and

transport and he may have been able to hire some skilled help from among the numerous
free blacks in ToW.

What was Jesse like, what sort of man was he? Well, farming demands dedication and
hard work. so be would have been self-directed and even driven. By learning new
professions, he shows determination to succeed and prosper. He surely had high standards
for himself and expected no less from his children. And they did not disappoint.

The Holleman family was reasonably prosperous and prominent in the area among such
neighbors as the Wombles, Gwaltueys, Burwells, Wrenns and Cofers. And in marrying

Charity Cofer (m. ea 1765), he did very well indeed. He was held in such regard that he
was co-executor of her father's will along with her brother and was trusted to value the

Tand and divide it according to the senior Thomas’ wishes.

There are records of his father John being a land appraiser and one wonders if be mighi
have also been a surveyor as well. Jesse had probably learned much from John, even at a
voung age as they grew up quite early in colonial times. He gained experience and became
a highly-regarded surveyor, an exacting science even in that mere "primitive” time. Land
appraisal is more of an art but requires trust in one whose judgment and expevience can be
relied upon, to fairly evaluate land for sale or inheritance purposes. There was little money
so property was the basis for wealth.

Jesse and Charity had three daughters: Mary "Polly”, Sarah and another whose name is
lost to history. 1 have read that they had twelve sens but we can only identify nine and
maybe ten. All the beys names started with 'J': John*, Jesse” (Jr.). Jordan®, Jonathan®
and Josiah we know quite well, very little about Jeremiakh, but nothing about Jeptha, Joel,
Jedidiah or a possible Joseph. They might have died at a young age.
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The first *four named above all moved to Wake Co, NC in the early 1800°s and the
Hollemans remain there today.

Charity was in the 1810 census and died before 1816 when Jesse married a prominent
widow, Frances Dews Stringfield, when he was about 70 vears old. And no, there were no
more children but Jesse took up another profession; that of minister of the first non-
Anglican church in Virginia: Mill Swamp Baptist that is still a thriving congregation even
today. There was a previous congregation that met at Burleigh Plantation but they never
had a church per se and MSBC grew out of that. When he was in his 80's he served the
church again as minister. And what might seem strange today...

Jesse was also a distiller of spirits. it was common practice to have a toddy before dinner
and Jesse, who had no use for temperance, made his favorite: apple brandy. Tt probably
helped him live longer and surely made the journey better. My how the Baptists have
changed!

Many have stated that Jesse was a patriot in the American Revelution (true) - as a soldier
in the army. That part is not a fact! He would have been over 40 and too old for field
service - except maybe as a senior officer and the records would exist for that. No, he had a
large farm and family to look after as well as his other professions. As all able-bodied men
were expected to serve in the local militia, Jesse would have served there, probably along
with his teen-aged sons. Alas, when Banister "Bloody" Tarleton burned the low
courthouse most of the militia records were lost along with many others. (Why we have lost
so much information on our autecedents) Jesse did something equally important.

In 1779 he was appointed Surveyor of Roads for loW, building and maintaining roads used
by the citizens, militia and army for moving men and materials through the county. There
were ne major concentrations of troops there and no major battles.

However, and unfortunately the British used the roads as well, making small force forays
into the area burning, pillaging and thieving, always driven back to their ships by the local
militia.

1 would like more on his service as Surveyor for Isle of Wight Co but with what I have been
able to learn about him, 1 expect that he just got down to work and made sure the roads
weve usable and new ones were laidout and built.

This service is the important basis for a number of DAR & SAR memberships - including
my own. Jesse Holleman was truly ‘A Man Ameong Men’.

Much of my research is based on the outstanding works like: " The Hollyman Family" by
George A, Holleman and of Jeanctte Holiman Stewart, Joe Parker, Dr. Sid Holleman, Betty
Cook and others of our excellent Hollyman genealogists and historians, Especially to
Cuz'n Glenn Holliman for his wonderful and important works on our family and for
allowing me to tell Jesse's story here in his blog.
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CHILDREN OF JESSE HOLLMAN AND CHARITY COFER

Jesse and Charity had three danghters: Mary "Polly”. Sarah and another whose name i
last to histerv. 1 have read that they had twelve sons but we can only identify seven, now
«1git and maybe nine. All the boys names started with "J': John, Josiah, Jesse (Jr.}, Jordan
and Jonathan we know guite well and some about Jeremiah but nothing about Jeptha ( b.
¢. 1773) or Joel. He might have died at a young age - as possibly otbers”

Since, 1 have a listing by Mill Swamp church of menibers children showing four from
Jesse: John (b. 4 Feb 1766), Joseph (b. 3 Dec 1771), Salley (b. 18 Sep 1776) and Jedidiah (b.
4 Jan 1779). Jesse had a brother of the same name, Salley? Is this a nickname for Sarah
or the daughter whose name is “unknown” but who married Nathaniel Dews,

Joseph? I think this actually Josiah who was b. 31 Dec 1771 and this leads me to think the
transcriber misread the original handwritten record — or did they get the year wrong, But 1
had seen a Joseph referred to somewhere I can’t remember but the birthdate gives pause.

And none named James. It was long thought that the elusive and enigmatic James
Grantson Holliman (b. 1750, Johnston Co., NC}) was one but Glenn and Jeanette Holiman
Stewart have well proven otherwise in this blog. Charity would have been only 10-12 years
obd and never went to North Carolina.

1 eannot account for the other children born in the same time period: Jeremiah 17607 Jesse
Jr. bef. 1774: Mary {polly) bef 1774; Sarah 1775-84; Jordan ¢ 1782: Jounathan ¢ 1787

6 April 1801: John Fone {? Jones) ___of John is to be bound out to Jesse Holliman. (From Virginia
Genealogical Society Quarterly Vol 27 No 4 pg 253, Isle of Wight Orphans.)
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Dear Glenn:

Just opened your letter of 5:48 AM, Monday, March 18. Goodness, you get up early ! ! I'm a computer
night owl and frequently stay up until 2 AM working at my keyboard. | never learned to type so | do all this
with my right index finger. I've written books this way ! I'm pretty quick and can turn out a lot of info in a
short time.

Regarding your questions on John Thomas in the Civil War, | have many documents on his unit,
Company H, 41st Alabama Infantry Regiment, and | will be scanning these to you via the Internet. | have
Imﬂmﬁéﬁa%y‘maﬂding a short summary of his travail following his surrender
to the Yankees on 15 Feb. 1865. I'll be talking a lot about this. The ancestor who was killed at Petersburg
was Cornelius Holliman, son of pioneer Charles and Barbary Holliman who migrated to Newtonville, AL,
from Anson County, NC, about 1832. This Cornelius was in Co. B, same outfit, with two brothers, Warren
and Elijah. Lots more to say about this. Our patriarchal ancestor was another Cornelius, brother of
Charles and Warren [this is another Warren !]. These 3 brothers came to Newtonville about 1832. I'll have
lots to say about them. Can't do it today because as soon as | send this, I'll be starting on the photo
processing for you and your son. Each photo will have identification on the back. You will need the photos
to follow my stories.

| have all the muster rolls of the 41st. AL Inf. Reg. which you will get. You are right on the movements of
the 41st. The Cornelius that was killed at Petersburg, was sitting in a.french.of Graeies-Brigade-in the
presence of John TRomas ‘and Gther family when he was hit i in the head by a ricochetting Minie ball ! Fall
of 1864. Another Very interesting story here to come.

Thanks for the address. Now | can begin to assemble a BIG package for you | My photo printing is as
good as you can get. | do it on a HP 1115 which has a resolution of 2000 to 2400 lines per inch. You have
seen the product.

I'll quit now and begin the photo work. Best regards to you and yours. Maybe you can find some old
pictures in the possession of John Thomas' descendants that | don't know about. Rhodes
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Jeanette,

This is great! Wonderful timeline on Jesse Sr. I am about to post a blog (tonight) on the Mill Swamp Church, but
now will add your information. I note Jesse was married to Charity Cofer, who, on the conventional tree on the
web, is listed as James Grantson Holliman's mother and Jesse the father.

James Grantson Holliman (1750 - 1836), my 4th great grandfather, could not have been their son according to these
dates below and other documents Maxine Wright has posted to me.

1 am saving all this. You have done some excellent work and I am sharing with others not in this group.

Sorry, nothing on Humphrey Hollyman of Worchestershire.

Glenn

--- On Wed, 4/28/10, Jeanette Stewart <jstewartsnc@yahoo.com> wrote:
From: Jeanette Stewart <jstewartsnc@yahoo.com>

Subject: Re: [HOLLYMAN] "hOLLYMAN" & all

To: HOLLYMAN@yahoogroups.com

Date: Wednesday, April 28, 2010, 11:14 AM

To All,

Has anyone ever had info about Humfrey Hollyman B:1550 in Kidderminister, Worcestershire, England? Some
have suggested that he is the father of the elusive John Hollyman. Just thought I would throw that one out there to
ponder.

Glenn, I worked up a little time line on Jesse Holliman Sr. Of interest is that he was a minister at Mill Swamp
Baptist Church. Here it is:

1737 Birth, Isle of Wight, VA
1753 Age 16, Marriage to Charity Frances Cofer, Isle of Wight, VA
1771 Age 34, Appraised John Jones Estate, [IOW, VA
1779 Age 42, Replaces James Cofer as surveyor of IOW, VA
1783 Age 46, Executor for Thomas Cofer's Estate, IOW, VA
1790 Age 53, Residence, IOW, VA
1798-1801 Joint Minister with John Gwaltney of Mill Swamp Baptist Church
1801 Age 64, Became guardian of IOW orphan John Fones
1810 Age 73, Residence, IOW, VA
1816 Age 79, Marriage to Frances Stringfield, IOW, VA by John Gwaltney
Listed in the Ministers Returns of Marriage, IOW Co. Marriage Register
1819-1820 Age 82-83 Minister Mill Swamp Baptist Church
1829 Age 83, Residence IOW, VA
25 Sep 1824 Age 87, Will, IOW, VA, Will Bk Vol 17, pgs 101-102
Dec 1824, Age 87, Death, IOW, VA
Military: Revolutionary War Patriot, held a rather civil engineering position surveying roads, etc
for the military. They had to have roads to move troops around, just like today.

Jeanette
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by Glenn N. Holliman

I am happy to post another article by cousin Allen Holleman who continues to research and
write of his ancestors, direct descendants of Christopher Holyman (1618-1691) who migrated
from Bedford, Bedfordshire, England with his sister, Judith (b 1621), and made his home in Isle
of Wight, Virginia.

Drop in photo of Allen here

A Holleman Family leaves Virginia....by descendant Allen
Holleman, 4th great grandson of John Holleman (1766-7?)

My previous article (May 3, 1014) was about JESSE HOLLEMAN, great-grandson of
CHRISTOPHER HOLLYMAN, and only briefly mentioned his nine sons and four
daughters. While the daughters are important, the focus is on the boys as they carried
the family name directly forward. We have very little to relate on four of them and Glenn
Holliman has given us so much knowledge on the second son Josiah, who with his
children were a well regarded and successful family in Isle of Wight County, Virginia in
colonial times, early America and even today. I will concentrate on the four sons who
chose to migrate to North Carolina, leaving the legacy and property of 150 years and
family behind. Why...?

JOHN HOLLEMAN, the eldest of Jesse and Charity Cofer Holliman's sons was named
for his grandfather and born 4 Feb 1766 in Newport Parish in western Isle of Wight
County, VA on the family land by the Blackwater River. We don't know a lot about his
early years but can surmise much just because he was the son of Jesse and much was
expected of him being the firstborn.

He was schooled in the basics and could read and write and learned math as well. Most
of his real-world education was from Jesse and seems to be mainly in farming, and 18th
century land and farming economics. He doesn't seem to have taken up surveying, one
of his father's professions. Yet we see he learned about land appraisal and trading. In
1796 he appraised the estate of his uncle, James Cofer.

About 1783 at age 17, he married NANCY WOMBLE, the daughter of Thomas and
Rebecca Womble. It is most likely that in early marriage they lived with Jesse and
Charity. Son Axum was born in 1784 and Davis in 1785. The family farm was well
looked after but getting rather crowded, with other siblings. John inherited land from
his grandfather THOMAS COFER in 1784 and he and Nancy likely moved there and
farmed that until tobacco drained the soils of nutrients.

The original patent of Christopher Hollyman's original 1020 acres had been well divided
by 1800, and there was not a lot of available farmland nearby. The Holleman boys, being
adventurous sorts, needed to make their fortunes and futures as Christopher had done
in leaving England for Virginia. North Carolina had become a draw for many, with a lot
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of available land and an emerging "civilization", especially in Wake County near the new
state capital, Raleigh.

All eight of John and Nancy's children were born in Virginia and moved to North
Carolina with them. That would have been after 1802 when the youngest, Edwin was
born. Axum, the eldest, bought farmland from Mark Cook in 1804 and sold another
parcel in 1807 both in Chatham County, NC. If he moved south with his family that
would place them at least that early. Axum was an independent sort and may have
moved first and influenced the others.

I can't place John in Wake County solidly until witnessing an 1810 land sale, where his
son, Jeremiah bought farmland from Richard Levens. Generally, witnesses to legal
transactions, such as deeds and wills, were substantial citizens - landowners, so he and
his sons were well established there already.

Between 1812 and 1848, John became quite a land trader as he is named on numerous
deeds as buyer or seller. He also witnessed several deeds for others, and executor of
several wills establishing that he was a respected and trusted citizen of the county.

John seems to have been a money lender also and some did not go well as he had to take
property in settlement of some debts. That may not have been all bad but it must have
been difficult to foreclose on friends and neighbors. We don't know how many of these
there might have been as only the problem loans were recorded by the county. And we
might think he wasn't particularly avaricious as he signed notes as security for others,
promising to cover their debts. Again, only those that didn't go well were legally noted.
Even though the debts were discharged by sale of property, it must have been a hassle to
have to travel 25 miles to Raleigh - much of the day by horse, and then deal with the
legal issues.

A Remarriage and Legal Troubles...

John's wife, NANCY WOMBLE was on the 1840 census but died before 1844 when he
marries another NANCY, nee UTLEY. We don't know whether she was a spinster at 50
or had been married to an Utley but suspect the former as the bondsman was Hinton
Utley. John would have been quite a catch to support her in her later years and he
certainly needed a wife to cook and keep house for him. But, as we shall see, it may not
have been a match made in heaven.

The last land sale I have for John is an important issue, even after he passes away in
August 1850, as you will see as the history of my 4th GGF comes to a close.

Wake County, NC, Deeds, Book 18: pp. 584-585:
10 Apr 1848.

John HOLLEMAN of Wake Co to Edwin HOLLEMAN of Wake Co
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for $125, tract adj. Johnson Busbee, Allen Jones, Burwell Utley, containing 279-3/4
acres.

Signed: John HOLLEMAN
Witness: John Bennett

Many of us are familiar with an abbreviated abstract of the will of John Holleman but it
leaves out some wording that is significant and indicating some strained relationships,
shown in italics.

Wake County, NC, Wills- Book 27:pp. 088-089:
Will of JOHN HOLLEMAN SR. of Wake Co, NC.

To beloved wife NANCY HOLLEMAN the interest of $500, to be paid by executor
during life tenure or widowhood then the $500 to be divided among my heirs.

‘Wife Nancy HOLLEMAN to have all of property she brought to my house when I
married her.

It is my will and desire that my beloved wife NANCY HOLLEMAN have the interest of
five hundred dollars as before named and what property she brought to my house as
before named and no more. It is my will and desire that she have that much of my
estate as her only shear (sic) in my estate in any way what ever=

To son JOHN HOLLEMAN $1 as his only shear in any and all in any way whatever=.

To lawful heirs of son Jeremiah HOLLEMAN dec'd. $1 to be equally divided among
them all and as there only shear in any and dll of my estate in any way what ever=

Furthermore it is my will and desire that my executor herein after named shall sell all
of my property consisting of land, negros and perishable property... and furthermore
collect all debts due to me - and all the moneys arising from the sale of all my
property...

to be equally divided among children whose names follow: AXUM HOLLEMAN, DAVIS
HOLLEMAN, EDWIN HOLLEMAN, PEGGY BRIGHT, BETSY WILSON, NANCY
DUPREE.

..appoint son Edwin HOLLEMAN
executor. 13 Oct
1846.
Signed: JOHN
HOLLEMAN
Witnesses: R.M. Brown, John
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Brummet Proved August term
1850 by R.M. Brown and John Bennet

John died in August of 1850. Nancy, surely in a state of grief and confusion and
inexperienced in legal matters, likely thinking she would be able to remain in the home
and on the property she had shared with her husband and perhaps thinking she was to
receive the $500 stated, gave agreement of the will, by receipts to Edwin, son and
executor. Then finding the ugly facts: that the interest only of $500 was not enough to
live on and worse, she was not to remain in the house nor did she inherit any property.
Beloved wife indeed? It was customary then for a widow to be granted a place to live for
her life or widowhood - unless she remarried.

We can only speculate as to how and why the will was written this way. Was John so
callus as to toss her out even after he was gone? Was she so difficult he just didn't care?

Was his mental state in
his 80's such that he didn't realize how this would affect her? Or was he so influenced by
his progeny - Edwin, in particular, as claimed? Or was this an inadvertent omission? We
cannot know for sure but we can surmise, considering the very specific wording of the
will. It was very direct.

After the realization that she had a problem, through a lawyer named Saunders, she
filed suit against Edwin and the other heirs, in the Wake Court of Pleas and Quarter.
Claiming that her husband had a personal property estate of "$8000 or some such large
amount” (a LOT of money in 1850) and asking for 1/3 of all the real property he "seized
and possessed” further that "through some improper influence, left her without a
home".

Pleas and Quarter was more of an administrative court handling relatively minor cases
and staffed by Justices of the Peace. And a panel of three JP's twice considered this
case, in Nov. 1850 and in 1851, decided that she was not entitled to additional properties
but that she should be supported and twice awarded a years supply of household
supplies and foods paid for by the estate.

The lists of foods is informative in that it tells us what was normally available.

Most was preserved by drying, smoking or salting. List of Nov. 1850: 2 barrels corn,
300 lbs. pork (most likely smoked or salted bacon or hams), 1 barrel flour, 20 Ibs. coffee,
4 gallons molasses, 20 Ibs. lard, pepper, spices and ginger, 1 bushel salt, 15 Ibs. cotton, 5
Ibs. wool, 10 Ibs. butter, 2 gal. vinegar.

Again in 1851 the court awarded: 2 barrels corn, 200 Ibs. bacon, 30 Ibs. sugar, 25 lbs.
coffee, 5 gallons molasses, 20 Ibs. lard, 20 Ibs. butter, 1 bushel salt, 4 gallons vinegar,
pepper, spices and ginger, 15 bushels potatoes, 5 bushels Irish potatoes, a lot of
vegetables. (I don’t know if this meant a specified amount or grouping or just a whole
bunch of vegetables.)
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It is presumed that she went back to live with her Utley relatives and we lose track of
her. The other progeny went on to live their lives and we have quite a lot of records on
them.

Next we'll examine the three other brothers of John who
had moved to North Carolina....Allen Holleman, 2014








