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-James Holliman

-Sid Holliman

-Mose Holliman

-Kizzie Wilson, wife of Taylor Wilson

-Marion Holliman

-Sarah Holliman, wife of P. Holliman, Arkansas
-John Holliman, Texas

-Heirs of Jane Vice, deceased wife of Thomas Carter

-Etta Herron, wife of Cicero Herron, Jones Burrough, Arkansas

-Sarah Alsop, dec'd

-Julia Carter wife of T.C. Carter, Arkansas
-Laura Alsop, Arkansas

-Horace Alsop, Arkansas

-Hollie Vice, Arkansas

-Heirs of Kizzie Branyon, dec'd:

-Simon Lowrey, Mississippi

-Dicie Smith, wife of Thos Smith, Lamar Co.
-James Branyon, Lamar Co.

-Katie Harton, wife of John Harton, Fayette Co.

-Elizabeth Rowland, wife of Henry Rowland, Lamar Co.

-Etta Smith, Lamar Co.
-Curtis Branyon, Lamar Co.
-Heirs of James Blakeney, dec'd

-Arthur Blakeney, Marion Co.
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-Samantha Black, wife of Marion Black, Arkansas
-Elizabeth Ayers, wife of JM. Ayers, Lamar Co.
-J.1. Blakeney, Fayette Co.

-John T. Blakeney
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Will: FHLF #1704232 #2 Fayette County Alabama Will Records Vol. 1, p. 38. Thomas Blakeney of
Fayette County, Alabama: wife Martha, heirs of deceased son William Blakeney (J.F. Blakeney,
Vincent Blakeney, Belzoane Baker, Newton D. Blakeney and Martha Wright); daughter Jane Vice;
daughter Elizabeth Ayres; son James Blakeney; daughter Polly Holliman; heirs of deceased daughter
Kizzie Branyon (Jeptha Branyon), daughter, Samantha R. Black, son, John T. Blakeney. Executors:
John T. Blakeney, son in law Marshall Ayers. 22 Dec. 1887. Wit: W.W. Jones and B.G. Jones,

Recorded 6 Aughust 1896.

Probate; FHLF #1704230 #3 Fayette County Alabama Probate Records, vol. 6, p. 205. Petition of
John T. Blakeney and Marshall Ayers...probate will of Thomas Blakeney, deceased...died Fayette Co.

2 June 1896: Martha Blakeney, widow...Heirs of Thomas Blakeney, deceased...

-Heirs of children of Wm. B. Blakeney:
-Thomas Blakeney, Pickens Co.
-Unison Blakney, Pickens Co.
-Newton Blakney, Fayette Co.

-Belzorra Baker, wife of J.W. Baker, Fayette Co.

-Martha Wright, wife of Raymon Wright, Fayette Co.

-Heirs of Polly Holliman, dec.

-Sarah Holliman, wife of P. Holliman, Arkansas
-John Holliman, Texas

-Elizabeth Holliman, Fayette Co.

-James Holliman, Fayette Co.

-Sid Holliman, Fayette Co.

-Mose Holliman, Fayette Co.

-Kizzie Wilson, wife of Taylor Wilson, Fayette Co.
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-Marion Holliman, Fayette Co.

-Heirs of Jane Vice, dec'd wife of John Vice
-Thomas Reynolds, Jones Burrough, Arkansas

-Wm Reynolds, Jones Burrough, Arkansas

-Martha Carter, wife of Thos Carter, Jones Burrough, Arkansas
-Etter Herron, wife of Cicero Herron, Jones Burrough, Arkansas
-Sarah Alsop, deceased wife of Alsep

-July Carter, wife of T.G. Carter, Arkansas

-Holin Vice, Arkansas

-Heirs of Kizzie Branyon

-Simon Lowrey, Mississippi

-Dicie Smith, wife of Thos. Smith, Lamar Co.
-James Branyon, Lamar Co.

-Katie Horton, wife of John Horton, Fayette Co.
-Ella Smith wife of Smith, Lamar Co.

-Curtis Branyon, Lamar Co.

-Heirs of James Blakeney, deceased

-Arthur Blakeney, Marion Co.

-Samantha Black, wife of Marion Black, Arkansas
-Elizabeth Ayers, wife of Marshall Ayers, Lamar Co.
-John T. Blakeney, Fayette Co.

Dated 17 June 1896

*The list of heirs of James Blakeney is not correct. Samantha Black, Elizabeth Ayers and John T.
Blakeney were children of Thomas Blakeney.

Census: 1910, Prct.»

Fayette County, Al ama, ED. 1/8B
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41 Blakeney, John T. head MW 65 m1 45 AL NC AL

Laura wife FW 60 m1 45 AL AL AL

Manley J. son MW 30 s AL AL AL

Canch, Elsehy * MW 27 m1 2 AL AL AL

*son-in-law. no wife listed. Indicated no children.

**John T. Blakeney was the son of Thomas Blakeney and Sarah Roberts.

44 Baker, George W. head MW 56 m1 30 AL NC NC

Belle wife FW 50 m1 30 AL AL AL

Francis H. son MW 27 s AL AL AL

James M. son MW 24 s AL AL AL

Ruth G. dau FW 20 s AL AL AL

Pearl E. dau FW 18 s AL AL AL

Manley L. dau FW 15 s AL AL AL

Coleman son MW 13 s AL AL AL

Georgie B. dau FW 11 s AL AL AL

Death Certificate: John T. Blakeney, Fayette, Fayette County, Alabama, widowed, wife Lara Applin,
born 10/12/1846, age 76 years 8 months 4 days, farmer, born Alabama, father Thomas Blakeney,
mother Martha Roberts, died 6/16/1922, nephritis, A.C. Branyon, MD. Burial Mt. Hermon Cemetery,

6/19/1922.

*This death certificate establishes that John T. Blakeney's mother's maiden name was Roberts.
However, it was Sarah, not Martha. Martha's maiden name was Nivin.

Land Transactions
Land: From Old Tuskaloosa Land Office Records & Military Warrants, 1821-1855, Marilyn Davis
Barefield, Southern Historical Press, 1984.
3/31/1849 Thomas Blakeney Fayette Co. S34 T15 R14W

12/15/1854 Thomas Blakeney Fayette Co. $30 T17 R12W
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Notes for Thomas Blakeney

History: Newtonville is thought to be the oldest settlement in Fayette County. The first settlers came
by horseback from the Carolinas, the date is unknown. It is known, however, that the first three men
in the area were - a Mr. Poe, Hogan Yerby and a Mr. Blakeney...Some of the first families coming to
this section before, during and shortly after the Civil War were - Blakeneys, Nalls, Brents and
Savages. (History of Fayette County, Alabama, Herbert Moses Newell, Jr. and Mrs. HM. Newell, Jr.,
Newell Offset Printing, Fayette, Alabama, 1960, p. 30ff)

History: The Blakeney Family, prepared by Walter Holliman, Blakeney files.

Census: 1840, Fayette County, Alabama

192 Edmund Hopson 210001000000 0000100000000

198 Thos Blakeney 100001000000 2001000000000

201 Levi Lindsay 112100100000 3210010000000

204 Step Roberts 000010001000 0001300010000

204 John Roberts 110001000000 2000010000000

Levi Lindsay 000010000000 1001000000000

216 O.C. Roberts 100010000000 0000100000000

216 Walter Paperson 100001000000 0001000000000

218 J.W. Roberts 620001000000 3120010000000

218 David Black 000000000100 0100001000100

* Edmund Hopson was the father of George W. Hopson, husband of Elizabeth Roberts. Thos.
Blakeney was the husband of Sarah Roberts and Martha Nivin. From the ages of the children, Thomas
and Sarah must have been married between 1830-1840. Step Roberts is Josiah's older brother. John
was a son of Step. Walter Paperson is Walter Papazan, brother of Leroy Papazan, father of Elizabeth
Papazan who married James Joseph Roberts. David Black is the father of Jacob Black, who was the

father of Nancy Black, wife of Walter Papazan.

**Thomas Blakeney was in the 30-40 age group, born between 1800-1810. His wife was in the 15-20
age group, born between 1820-1825. One son (William) under five and two daughters under five.

Census: 1850, 1st Division, Fayette County, Alabama, p. 70

213 Thomas Blakney 43 WM farmer 2300 SC b. 1807 Sarah 41 WF NC b. 1809
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Polly 15 WF AL b. 1835

Jane 14 WF AL b. 1836

Elizabeth 12 WF AL b. 1838

Keziah 11 WF AL b. 1839

James 9 WM AL b. 1841

Samantha 6 WF AL b. 1844

John Thos. 4 WM AL b. 1846

216 William Blakney 18 WM farmer AL b. 1832

Elizabeth 18 WF AL b. 1832

*Thomas and Sarah named a daughter Keziah (probably after Keziah (Roberts) Fondren, an older
sister of Josiah Roberts who migrated to Tuscaloosa County at the same time as Josiah and Mary, and
who died there before the 1840 census). Sarah was born about 1809 in North Carolina. She is possibly
the daughter of Josiah Roberts (or his brother, Step Roberts, though Step did not reach Fayette
County until about 1838-9; Josiah was in Tuscaloosa County before April 1832, and almost certainly
at least some months earlier). William Blakney must have been the oldest child. He was born about
1832, in Alabama, so they were probably married about 1831-2, when Sarah would have been 21.
Josiah was involved in a lawsuit in Rutherford County, North Carolina. In April 1832, a nephew took
over the lawsuit from Josiah, indicating that Josiah had left Rutherford County by that date. This
means he was probably in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama sometime between mid 1831 and April 1832.
This would be the right time frame for Sarah Roberts to have marrried Thomas Blakeney so that
William Blakeney, their first son, would have been born in Alabama.

Census: 1850, District 2, Tuscaloosa County, Alabama, p. 207

196/196 John W. Poe 27 MW farmer $300 AL

Louiza 21 FW SC

James M. 6 MW AL

Wm. B.2MW AL

Alexander 14 MW AL

*Unidentified family.

197/197 William Nevins 54 MW farmer $300 NC b. 1796

Millany 43 FW NC b. 1797
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Dicy 24 FW NC b. 1826

Martha 23 FW NC b. 1827*

John 25 MW NC b. 1825

*This is the Martha Nivins who married Thomas Blakeney in 1862. Dicy Nevins married John
Shackelford and not, as some researchers think, Simon Poe. Dicey Roberts, Simon Poe's wife, and
sister to Sarah Roberts Blakeney, was 20 years older than this Dicy, and they both appear on the 1850
census as separate people.

Estate: p. 198. Jane Welch estate. Letters of admin granted Bratly J. Guin on estate. Heirs: Thomas J.
Blakeney, Robert Welch, Selina Welch. 1856. (Wiltshire, Betty, Fayette County, Alabama, Marriage
and Probate Records, Probate Court Minutes, Book I).

*Thomas Blakeney was a nephew of Jane Blakeney Welch.

1860 Census, Mortality schedule, Fayette County, Eastern Division, Alabama: Sarah Blakeney, 48
female, married, NC, February 1860, housekeeper, scrofula.

Census: 1860, Middle Division, Fayette Co., Alabama, p. 508

524/524 Thomas Blakney 51 WM farmer 1000/5079 SC b. 1809

Rebecca 32 WF kh SCb. 1828

Samantha 16 WF AL b. 1844

John 14 WM AL b. 1846

*Sarah died prior to 1860 census being taken. Rebecca is not Thomas's wife (see 1870 and 1880
census), but rather his sister-in law, sister of his deceased wife, Sarah. Here, Rebecca lists her
birthstate as South Carolina and her birth year would have been 1828. But she later lists her birthstate
as North Carolina and her birthyear as 1820. Thomas married Martha Ann Nivins in 1862 in
Tuscaloosa County.

528/528 William Blakney 27 WM farmer AL b. 1833

Elizabeth 23 WF kh AL b. 1837

Thomas 10 WM AL b. 1850

James 8 WM AL b. 1852

Newton 5 WM AL b. 1855

Ann 1 WF AL b. 1859
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*This is the son of Thomas and Sarah Roberts Blakeney. Again, birthstate Alabama, birth year 1833,
right timeframe for Thomas Blakeney and Sarah Roberts to have been married in Alabama.

Census: 1860, Tuscaloosa Beat, Tuscaloosa County, Alabama, p. 697
856/797 Wm. Nivins 62 WM farmer $200/1230 NC

Millberry 50 FW NC

Martha A. 25 FW NC b. 1835

Eliza 23 FW NC b. 1837

*Martha A. is probably the Martha Nivins who married Thomas Blakeney in Tuscaloosa County in
1862, though the birth year varies. Eliza married William L. Ramsey.

Tax: 1864 Tax List, Hico Beat, Thomas E. Blakeney, 530 acres, 5 slaves, 1 poll, 10 cattle. (Looking
Back, Fayette County, Alabama, 1824-1974, Fayette County Historical Society, p. 182).

Census: 1870, Pilgrim's Rest P.O., Fayette County, Alabama, pp. 447-448

3/3 Thos Blakely 61 WM farmer SC b. 1809

M.A. 50 FW KH NC b. 1820

Blakeley 16 WM farmer AL b. 1854

B.A. 10 FW school AL b. 1860

Rebecca Roberts 40 FW KH NC b. 1830

27/27 Poe, Simeon 88 MW NC

Dicey 69 FW NC

Jim 11 MW AL b. 1859

Green 14 MW AL b. 1856

Toney 8 MW AL b. 1862

Jane 7FW AL b. 1863

*This is a garbled census entry for Thomas Blakney. The age and state are right. M.A_ is undoubtedly
Martha Ann Nivin (see 1880 census), though the age is wrong (see 1860 census). B.A. is Bellzann.
Rebecca Roberts is listed in Thomas Blakeney's household in 1880 as a sister-in-law, single; so is

Dicey Poe, widow of Simon Poe, who died in 1875. So, Rebecca and Dicey were sisters, and sisters in
law of Thomas. Therefore, they were sisters of Sarah Roberts, his first wife.

-
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Marriage: Thomas Blakeney to Martha Nivin, 19 April 1862. (Alabama Records, vol. 109, Tuscaloosa
County Marriages, Pauline Jones Gandrud, p. 28).

Census: 1880, Twp 17 R 12, Fayette County, Alabama, p. 521

Blakney, Thomas WM 69 farmer SC NCNC b. 1811

Martha WF 60 wife KH NC NC NC b. 1820

Poe, Dicey WF 75 sis-law NC NC NC b. 1805

Roberts, Rebecca WF 60 sis-law NC NC NC b. 1820

*Josiah bought land from Thomas Blakney in 1833, and Josiah's son, Amos Pleasant Roberts, sold
land to him in Fayette County in 1867. Sarah, Dicey and Rebecca are certainly sisters of each other,
and would appear to be daughters of Josiah Roberts and Mary Linsey, neighbors of Thomas Blakeny,
living just across the county line on the Tuscaloosa County side, near Newtonville. Rebecca was born
about 1820, and Sarah and Dicey about 1805-08. Dicey was listed as a widow, and Rebecca as single,
so the maiden name of both was Roberts. Martha's maiden name was Nivin, so she was not a sister to
Dicey and Rebecca. Their relationship to Thomas Blakeney must have been through Sarah, his first

wife. If so, Thomas Blakney could have been Josiah's brother-in-law.

Death: Thomas Blakeney, d. 6/2/1892, age 92 Y. Chapel Hill Baptist Church Cemetary, Fayette
County, Alabama (Fayette County, Alabama, Cemetery Records, HM. Newell, 1958-59, p. 154).

*Thomas actually died 6/2/1896 (see probate papers). This agrees with several census entries which
suggest he was born about 1805-06.

Census: 1900, Beat 7, Fayette County, Alabama, ED 7 sheet 3
35/35 Wright, Ramon H W M 12/1857 42 m 20 AL SC NC
Martha J. W W F 10/1861 38 m 20 6/6 AL SC NC

William M. S W M 9/1880 19 s AL AL AL

Trussie V. S WM 10/1882 17 s AL AL AL

Johnnie W. S W M 3/1885 15 s AL AL AL

Thomas S W M 5/1887 13 s AL AL AL

Ranshie S WM 3/1889 10 s AL AL AL

Hosie S W M 10/1896 3 s AL AL AL

Blakeney, Martha * W F 5/1830 70 wd 5/5 NC SC NC

* Martha Blakeney is listed as mother-i

—— - e

law, so she is the mother of Martha J. Martha's birthdate was




image6.jpeg
Page 6 of 10

May 1830, birthstate North Carolina. If this is the Martha Nivin that married Thomas Blakeney, the
birthyear is off by five to ten years. She lists her father's birthplace as South Carolina and her mother
as North Carolina. If this is Thomas Blakeney's widow, she listed both her parents birth state as North
Carolina in 1880. However, it is established that William and Millany Nivin were from North Carolina.
Martha is not listed on the 1910 census, so evidently she died between 1900-1910. She is listed as
having had five children, all living. She is listed as a widow. If this is the Martha that married Thomas
Blakeney on 4/19/1862, Martha J.'s birth year must be wrong, or she was born prior to the marriage.
Oddly, there is no evidence Martha Blakeney had five children. They are not named in Thomas
Blakeney's will.

Tombstones: (all from Fayette County, Alabama Cemetery Records, Mr. & Mrs. Herbert M. Newell,
1958-59).

--Blakeney, James Vincent 5/1/1850 - 4/30/1936 (Ashcraft Corer Baptist Church Cemetery.
*Son of William and Elizabeth Blakeney and grandson of Thomas Blakeney.

--Blakeney, Newton D. 2/8/1857 - 11/5/1937 (Chapel Hill Baptist Church.

*Son of William and Elizabeth Blakeney and grandson of Thomas Blakeney.

--Blakeney, Thomas 6/2/1892, age 92 (Chapel Hill Baptist Church.

*Should be 6/2/1896. This would make him born 1804.

--Blakeney, J.T. 11/15/1845 - 6/165/1922 (Mt. Vernon Methodist Church).

*This is John Thomas, son of Thomas Blakeney.

Estate: FHLF#1704440 #2 Fayette County Alabama Probate Court Minutes, vol. 6, p. 68:
Thomas Blakeney, deceased, dated 17 Jan. 1896. Martha Blakeney, widow.

-Children of William Blakeney, deceased:

-Thomas Blakeney, Pickens County

-Vincent Blakeney, Pickens County

-Newton Blakeney,

-Belzie Ann Baker, wife of G.W. Baker

-Martha Wright, wife of Raymond Wright

-Children of Polly Holliman, deceased:

-Elizabeth Holliman
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