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would travel to Korea by the same train and after visiting
certain friends and churches in Korea he would pay his
respects to the Governor General and menticn the matter of
the pardon of the Korean Convicis. As we were about to
take our leave he remarked he might not have a chance to
see Mr. Cram while in Korea but that it would give him
much pleasure to greeft me at Okayama as he passed through
on the train.

Before we separated from Bishop Hiraiwa he.teld me I must
not overlook one of the remarks Dr. Ibuka had made. He

had said so little I was at a loss to recall what it

night be. The Bishop said my going to the Okayama station
had to do with arranging the traveling expenses of Dr. Ibuka
and that I could hand unstamped letters to my friends in
Korea and the necessary money might be enclosed in an
envelope addressed to Dr. Ibuka. Dr. Cram said he expected
to do this. All these arrangements were carried out to

the letter. :

I had a telegram from Dr. Ibuka when he left Tokyo simply
stating he would pass through Okayama at a certain hour.

I was there to meet him and he. left his coach for a walk
on the platform. I greeted him and handed him a batech

of letters asking him to deliver them personally to my
friends and among them one was addressed to Dr. Ibuka
himself which contained money for his travelling expenses.
He said he hoped to meet Governor General Tersuchi on

the train or on the ferry between Shimonoseki and Fusan.

I had a short letter from Dr. Ibuka after he returned

from Korea in which he simply stated that he had an interview
with the party we had spoken of and that he hoped for
favorable action.

Not long after this the News Papers in reporting on Korea
announced the release of the Korean Conspiraters. We had
hoped that they would be pardened. by the Emperor but it
turned out that it was an act of the Judieciary, and although
they had been freed from prison it amounted to a parole.

I had letters from friends in Korea who had seen Baron Yun
Chi Ho and that it appeared all of them were in fairly
good health. It had been rumored that Baron Yun was
suffering from a lung trouble and that he might not live
long. In the same letter it was mentioned that the manual
labor assigned Yun while he was a convict was that of
dyeing cotton, silk and linen materials and that his
finger nails were stained as a result.

Once having been asked by the Methodist Missionaries in
Korea to observe the Court Proceedings I felt bound to
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see it through and this entailed much travel and it also
interfered to some extent with my work as Superintendent
of the Hiroshima District.

Between the trial in the Seoul Local Court and the trial

in the Court of Appeals, Dr. Gerdine and Dr. Pinson,
Secretary of the Board of Missions of the M. E. Church,
South, went te Tokyo to see the American Ambassador and
consult lawyers as to what action should be taken in the
Appeal Court. Ambassador Bryan considered it an outrage
that the names of prominent missionaries should have been
banded about in the Court and demanded that the Authorities
in Korea issue a statement that they were not implicated.
His demands went unnoticed.

Dr. Gerdine, Dr. Pinson and I went to Karuizawa to consult
with influential missionaries as to the best methods to
rendering aid the accused Koreans., Much discussion centered
around the Confessions that had been made and few hoped for
their release. On this mission we spent several days in
Tokyoc and found the people there in deep distress on account
of the critical illness of Emperor Mutsuhito. We heard

that hundreds of thousands of loyal subjects, many coming
from distant places, were crowding the open space near
Nijubashi, the bridge leading into the Imperial Palace, and
that it was a sight worth seeing. We went there late at
night and found kneeling in the sand a crowd estimated

at 200,000. The prayers they uttered for the recovery

of the Emperor were in a whisper, but to our amazement,

the sound was like that of a wind blowing through pine
forest. ’

We went back-to our hotel and to bed and were awakened

later by the ringing of a bell in the hands of a carrier

and his shrill call:. "Gogai, gogai! Tenno Heika 0 Kakuri
ni Natta!" Translated into Japanese the meaning is, " Extra,
Extra! His Majesty the Emperor has hidden himself!" This
announcement to the people was made in the most weird accent
I have ever heard. Johnny's "Call for Philip Morris" is

the nearest approach to it I have ever heard. Every guest
in the hotel woke up and there was a scramble for an extra.

The death of the Emperor filled the News Paper. ‘'Meiji
Tenno is dead". While alive no one spoke him by name but

it was known he would be called Meiji Tenno because he

ruled through the Meiji Era. What the new Era was to be
named was already agreed upon but could not be made public.
It was to be called the Taisho Era and the Emperor who would
succeed Meiji Tenno would be given the name Taisho Tenno.
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General Nogi had won distinction in the Japan-Russian War.
His Army captured Port Arthur. He was very loyal to the
Emperor and the people could hardly wait till he died to
make him a god. The papers had for days reported that Nogi
sat near the entrance to the Emperor's sick room and could
not be persuaded to eat, drink or sleep. Even after the
Emperor had died he wanted to remain at his post but was
forced to go to his home.

In the afternoon of the day following the death of the
Emperor I was in the office of the Editor of the Japan
Advertiser. Mr. Penlington .was Editor at that time and

had asked me to come to his office and assist him in an
Editorial he was to print on the Korean trial... Mrs.
Penlington was in the Advertiser Building and came into

the Editors office and said Miss Brinkley, daughter of
Captain Brinkley who founded the English Newspaper, the
Japan Mail, had come with the startling news that General
Nogi and his wife had committed suicide. Captain Brinkley
had sold the Japan Mail to a Japanese Company and they had
converted it into the Japan Times and wanted the Advertiser
to get hold of the story first. The question was what to
do with the story. They decided that it could not be published
without verification. I soon left the Advertiser office and
about the time I reached my Hotel the News-boys began to

cry out, "Extra, Extra! General and Mrs. Nogi have followed
His Majesty the Emperor in Death!" 'That meant that they had
committed suicide. The evening edition of the papers gave
full details, stating after Nogi had been persuaded to go
home, he had written a Declaration deploring the corruption
of the times and saying the world and life had no further
meaning to him since his Emperor had passed away, and he

and his wife, using the deadly dagger, took their own. lives.
Nogi, automatically, became a god of the Shinto order. The
all but forgotten word, "Junshi," following in death, had
been revived. Nogi was universally honored as the most
loyal Japanese of all times.
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FREQUENT JOURNEYS TO KOREA, MANCHURIA, AND SIBERIA

The reason for my first trip to Korea came about in the
following manner. In 1910 when Prince Ito Hirobumi was
travelling over the Manchurian Railway on his way to
Russia to negotiate on Korean and Manchurian questions,
the Prince was assassinated by a Korean and. the Japanese
Government immediately proclaimed the annexation of Korea
and sent Count Terauchi to Korea to become the first
Governor General. The Koreans were terribly excited
over the loss of their Independence and the Japanese
expected stiff opposition and were on the alert for any
disturbance.

In December 1910 while Terauchi was on a tour of inspect-

ion in North West Korea the Police claimed to have discovered
and thwarted a conspiracy to assassinate the Governor
General. Several hundred people were arrested and as a
result of the investigation 122 were brought to trial

in the Local Court at Secul, Korea. WNearly all the

accused were Christians, Beron Yun Chi Ho being the most
prominent. Besides being of Noble birth he was the

leading Christian in Korea.

While studying English under Methodist missionaries in
Shanghai he became a Christian and came to America and
graduated at Emory College in Georgia and continued his
studies in Vanderbilt University. At first he served
his country as Governor of different Provinces and was
finally made Minister of Justice. When the Japanese
made Korea a Protectorate, Yun retired to private life
and became President of the Methodist Mission in Songdo.

The Japanese had hoped to use him to bring about the
pacification of the Koreans but he refused and that
brought him under suspicion

When the preliminary trials were over the Police
Authorities declared the accused to a man that had
confessed that they had planned an attack on the
Governor General. At the same time most of the large
number of suspects that had been set free declared
they had been subjected to severe torture and they
declared Yun and the others had confessed because they
could no longer endure the suffering. They further
declared American missionaries were under suspicion
for having encouraged the Conspiracy.

Methodists and Presbyterians, mainly, made up the accused
and the leaders in these two bodies appealed to the Mission
Boards in America for funds to aid in securing able lawyers
and Press Agents to see that the accused Christians have a
fair trial.
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Rev. J. L. Jerdine, Treasurer of the Methodist Mission in
Korea, came to Japan to secure the services of a missionary
who knew the Japanese language and who would be willing to
attend Sessions of the Courts when they came to trial. The
Rev. W. R. Weakley was asked to recommend someone and he
advised Mr. Jerdine to call on me. I consented to go and
travelled from Okayama to Seuol with Hon. Ogawa Heikichi,

a member of the Japanese Diet and a distinguished lawyer.
Mr. Jerdine had retained him to defend Baron Yun. This

had been done with the approval of the Board of Missions

of the Methodist Episcopal. Chureh, South, and it happened
that Dr. W, W. Pinson, Secretary of the Board arrived in
Korea while the trial was going on and took a lively interest
in the proceedings.

The accused Koreans had banded together and employed a
Seoul lawyer by the name of Okubo and when it was seen .
Mr. Jerdine had secured the services of a Tokyo lawyer
the seriousness of the trial dawned on the missionaries
of the Presbyterian Church and they engaged the services
of Dr. Uzawa, a Christian and a noted lawyer of Tokyo.

It was rumored that three, at least, of the missionaries
might be arrested; The Rev. G. S. McCune, D. D. and A. M.
Sharrocks, M.D., Syen Chun, Korea and the Rev. S. A. Moffett,
D.D., Pyeng Yang, Korea. These men were members of the
Northen Presbyterian Mission. Their alleged participation
in the Conspiracy of the Koreans had its origin in the
confessions of the Koreans in the Police Courts.

The 122 accused Koreans, one by one, were questioned on

the evidence given in the Police Courts. The procedure

was to read the confessions and ask if such records were
true. As many spectators as could be comfortably seated
were admitted to the Court and many missionaries were
present. Some of the accused admitted making the confessions
but accused the Police Court of inflicting inhuman torture
and denied they took part in anything of the nature of
Conspiracy. They were hushed up and led back to their
seats. As the trial proceeded one after another told of

the torture. Now and then, however, the Judge would say,
You did not confess, and the accused would be led back to
his seat. One young man when being so addressed said, I

did not confess but like all the rest I was cruelly tortured
and before the guards could stop him he had shown scars on
his neck and about his loins where he had been burned with
lighted cigarettes. The men on trial showed more or less
defiance and tried to stress the fact that they had been
tortured.





image3.jpeg
= B2 =

When Baron Yun Chi Ho was called to testify he admitted

he had signed a confession that he had consented to the plot
to assassinate the Governor General but as he was getting
ready to say he made it to escape death by torture he

was pushed back to his seat.

Interest in the trial continued to the end and as many as
were allowed attended the trial the day the verdict was to
be rendered. The lawyers for the defense argued their
clients confessed only because they were tortured and that
the accused persons not only were not guilty but. that there
had never been such a thing as a plot to assassinate Count
Terauchi. «

In summing up the case the Judge ruled the confessions were
valid and sufficent to convict, he thereby sentenced 105

of the 122, seven for a term of seven years, a certain
number of the remaining for six years and the rest for a
term of five years. Baron Yun Chi Ho, of course, headed
the list of those serwving the longest term of imprisonment.

As the sentence of imprisonment was pronounced on 105 of
the 122 and the 17 were freed the lawyers for the defense
appealed the case and the presiding Judge after consulting
with the prosecuting attorney and the assistant judge
granted the request. 5

It happened that all of the band of 17 who had been freed

were those who had not made confessions and a few who were sick
and not expected to live. On their release they spoke freely
of the tortures they had suffered.

1911

It was not until November 26, 1910 that the Court of Appeals
convened a special session to review the trial of the 105

who had been convicted. The trial was conducted very much

in the same manner as in the Local Court. The Judge selected
to try the appeal was an experienced jurist and it was
evident from the outset that Judge Suzuki would conduct

the Court in a manner different from Judge Terada. Terada
claimed to know the Korean language and did not use an
interpreter. Judge Suzuki used a skillful interpreter

and was mild and sympathetic to the accused. The family

of Judge Suzuki were Christians as was the Japanese interpreter.

The trial continued for almost a month. The defense lawyers
were not present all the time and before the time came for
the lawyers to speak for the clients, Mr. Ogawa asked that
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the Southern Methodist Mission engage the services of
Dr. Hanai,. the leading criminal lawyer in Japan. The
Mission readily agreed to this and Hanai was added to
the lawyers defending Baron Yun Chi Ho.

About the 20th of December at the conclusien of the
examination of the 105 prisoners the Court took a recess

for an indefinite length of time. The Court reconvened
February 12, 1912, and the following laywers represented
their clients; Attorney Okubo Suihiko, Seoul, Ogawa Heikiehi,-
Tokyo, Dr. Hanai Teizo, Tokyo, and Uzawa Somei, Tokyo.

The last of these speeches was made on February 24, 1912.

The Attorney for the Court replied and the Court recessed

again.

The Court convened again the 10th of April and the prisoners
were arraigned. The Judge had called the Court to pass
sentence. Mifssionaries for the most part, thought all

the accused would be freed, Koreans seemed to incline that
way, but the Japanese seemed to take it for granted that

it would not go so well with them.

Judge Suzuki pronounced 98 of the 105 innocent of the
charges and sentenced the remaining seven guilty and
these happened to be the ones who had been sentenced to
the longest terms in the local or District Court. Baron
Yun Chi Ho was at the head of the list of the condemned.

Messrs. Ogawa and Okubo moved for an appeal to the Supreme
Court and the appeal was granted.

Chief Justice Watanabe was the head of the Supreme Court
and the review of the case would come before him. He was
a Christian of long standing and it was hoped he would
free the men at the time of the appeal.

The found guilty in the Seoul Count of Appeals were transferred
to Taiku, a city about half way between Seoul and Fusan, caused

to begin serving their sentence.

Justice Watanabe set a date for the review of the case for
June and the place selected was Taiku where the Penitentiary
was located. Both €ivil and Criminal cases were up for
consideration and sometime when we went to the Court only

the Chief Justice and his Associates were there. No announce-
ments were made. as to the order of the trials but we were
informed when the case of the Conspirators would come up.
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The only lawyers on hand were Ogawa and Okubo and no speeches
were made. They referred to the briefs that had been sent

in and after some consultation with the Justices the Court
announced that the Decision of the Appeal Court was upheld.
The entire procedure was very simple and casual and gone
through with in a very short time.

As from the beginning of the trial in the summer of the
previous year I had attended every hour of the Courts
while they were trying the conspiritors and reached the
conclusion that it was planned and prosecuted for the
sole purpose of terrorizing the Koreans and of giving
warning to the missionaries to stay out of politics.

About the middle of the first trial in Seoul the Presbyterian
missionaries seeing I was on assistance to the Southern
Methodists who were assisting Baron Yun Chi Ho decided to
call in some of their own missionaries who lived in Japan
and were sholarly in Japanese and they wisely selected

Dr. Albertus Pieters and he stood by them to the end.

Later Dr. J. G. Dunlop of the Northern Presbyterian

Mission attended the trials and being an expert in Japanese
rendered valuable service.

Dr. Pieters from the first advocated wide publicity be given
to the matter of the torture that had been inflicted in the
Police Courts and worked industriously along that line. His
hope was that the Japanese Government would intervene and
have the men set free. He made out a strong case and

Dr. Dunlop, I and a number of the Korean Missionaries

signed the paper with him. This investigation was widely
circulated in Japan and generally believed to be true.

Dr. J. L. Gerdine who had taken such an interest in the

trial had returned to America for a furlough and Dr. W. G.
Cram succeeded him in looking after Baron Yun's case.

His sympathies were unbounded and his services very valuable.

When>Judge Watenabe's Court upheld the decision of the
Appeal Court, Dr. Cram and I at once began to lay our
plans for securing a pardon by appealing directly to
Governor General Terauchi.

The first method proposed was that a petition signed

by missionaries residing in Japan and Korea and by the
leading Christians in Japan should be presented. Dr. Pieters
advised that Dr. Cram and I go to Tokyo and get in touch
with Dr. William Imbrie and Dr. Ibuka, his friend and
advisor. Dr. Cram and I took his advice and went to Tokyo.
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Dr. Cram asked me to call on Dr. Imbrie and Dr. Ibuka.

I went to Meiji Gakuin, a school under the management of
the Northern Presbyterian Mission, of which Dr. Ibuka

was president and Dr. Imbrie a teacher in the Theological
Department. Dr. Imbrie had gone to Japan as a missionary
in 1875 and had seen nearly forty years of service.

Dr. Ibuka was one of the charter members of the Kaigan
church in Yokohama which was the first Protestant Church
organized in Japan. The organization took place March 10,
1872. Nine converts were baptized at this time and these
with two others who had already been baptized fermed the
new church. Bishop Honda Yoichi of the Japan Methodist
was one of the nine. Thus we see Dr. Ibuka had been a
Christian forty years and was looked up to as a leader
and wise counsslor.

Dr. Ibuka advised that Dr. Cram and I visit Count Terauchi,
the Governor General of Korea who at that time was at his
Mansion in Tokyo on a vacation and said Bishop Hiraiwa

of the Methodist Church would be a suitable person to go
with us. The Bishop gladly consented but thought the
Hon. Ebara Soroku, a member of the House of Peers might
be of more service to us, .so we wént teo his school at
Azabu and after looking at the fine High School he was
conducting, Bishop Hiraiwa suggested he go from there
with us to call on Count Terauchi. The famous Statesman
and Educator was the most outstanding Christian in Japan
and we were surprised when he refused. His reason was
that he was too busy.

We went on to the residence of the Governer General and
were received by his Secretary and without delay invited
into the Count's reception room. Dr. Cram was introduced
as a prominent missionary from Korea visiting Tokyo and
wished to pay his respects to the Governor General. I
was introduced as a representative missionary living in
Japan and in a way connected with the Christian Japanese
work in Korea. The Bishop thanked him for the courtesies
extended him on his visits to Korea. The Count was most
cordial and informal and acknowledged he had a feeling of
helplessness as to his task of bringing order out of
confusion in Korea and that he would be calling on Dr. Cram
for assistance. Turning to me he said the opportunity
for service to the lonely Japanese in the isolated
communities in Korea was limitless. We thanked him fer
his graciousness and wishing him health, happiness and
prosperity took our leave.

From there we went to Meiji Gakuin to consult Dr. Ibuka.
We had learned from the Papers and the Governor General
was to return to Korea soon and that if we so desired he








