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"Morristown, Tenn,
Jamary 2nd, 186L,

Mras. Biddy E. Stewart:s

Dear Biddy: I seate myself to write you a fiew lines from which you
will learn that I am well & I hope this will reach & fim you all well.
I recd, yours-of the 2nd and 2lst of Decemler & read them with much
interest. They gave me some gatisfaction to hear from you all that
Yyou was well & getting along smoothly. It has been a long time simce
I had heard from you, Biddy I havent anything good to write any more
than I am yet living & hoping for better times for we have a hard time
up here & they get worse every day. The weather is very cold and a
heape of picket duty & marching to do & but fiew to do it, for about
2/3 of them is bear footed & the other third has the duty of all to do.
e have but little gound to play on, and the Yankeys keep harassing us
on every side, The cannons are booming every day in some direction.
We was drawn out last Friday in line of battle & 8 miles from camp &
lay there lj days & it snowed & was very cold and skermishers had a
little fight but the Yankeys fell back & we did not have a general
engagement., We are now in camps ginerally but the cannons roared
all day yesterday & I am constantly listening for orders to march.

We will have a hig fight up here between this & springe. There is no
doubt about it in my mind & I pear when it comes we will have to get
from here from the fact our army is in such a bad condition & a grate
many of them font eare & just as soon be taken as not. We lost a
man from our Co. the other day. He was on detail with the forage
train & they was attacted by the enemy & he just get it, The rest
all got away & they said he could to but didnt try, It was R.
Sanford, but we are not worsted any by losering him, We had 2 men

to come in today, J. Long and K. Baker. They left Tilmon South at
Carter's store 70 miles from here . That is the nearest depot.

He will have to stay there til he is sent for, He has the clothing
with him. We will send a wagon after it rite away. The yes says
he sold one potate & butter, 0, how I sorrow that I cold not get

to eat the things you sent me. I think he might have kept the butter,
It would not have spoiled. The potatoes would have rotted. Biddy,

I was vwery glad to hear your hogs hade come home & that they was doing
so well, You spoke of selling or offering to sell a sow & S pigs for
$25.00 & some of them said it was too much. Biddy it isnt half enuf.
They are worth more than $50,00, You had tetter kill the pigs and
keep the sowes than to take that price. Pork is worth $1,00 a pound
& I know they will weigh more than 50 pounds, tut do what you think best.
I will be satisfied with anything you do, for I know you would not do
anything only what you think best & when one does what they think is
test, I cant complain, You know, anybtody that has to buy an article
wants 1t as cheap as they cam, but I dont think anybody can think that
$25,00 is too much for 6 hogs & pork wath $1,00 per pound, Biddy,

you said that Smith wanted by saddle bags tut it has been so long I
recon he has got some before now, if he hasent let him have them., If

I get home I will want them tat he is a good friend, and I like to
ohlige a friend. I am very sorry that Mr, Smith has to go to the
war but so it is, Biddy you did not tell me anmything about the
hospital over the ridge, Biddy you did not say whether your eyes

had got well or not, I have been very uneasy about you since I

got your letter that they was so bad, I was afraid they would not
get so you could see again, Long says that J.T. Holiman is home,
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tut you did not say anything about it, I hope he is at home,
I was very sorry to learn of the death of Sims, poor fellow. I
hope he is ‘tetter off, I am very amxious to hear who was hurt.
I heard that the brigade that the 58th Regiment belonged to lost
all but 80 men but I hope it is not se. Biddy, you will want
to kmow what we have to eat. Well, we get 1 1lb, or flower to
the man a day. The meal has atout played out, and we have not
drawn any meat in k days & I dont kmw when we will, I have some
hog side on hand that I tought. I will close. I hope to be
remembered by all my friends, Kiss Fanny and Martha for me.
Good Bye,

W.M. Stewarth,

"Biddy. This is Sunday morning the 3rd & I will try to finish my letter,
If I cold be at home this morning to go with you to Church or set by the
fire at home, I would feel much better. But se it is. I hope it will be
better some day, I feel smartly like I did in Yankey country. I cant
hear from home nor even from the Confederacy down south. I am afraid
it has gone up and we are establishing an other up here, We haw

going on & are fixing up distileryes & now if we had a soap machin
We cold wash our duds. I think we would have a rite decent little
Confederacy, but I feel the wdygards will take it or els it will pay on
some dther way, Well I have moved in my house. I havent got the chimney
done yet, The gpound is so hard frozen we cant get any mud to dob it
with, I havent done any duty yet except cooking when we was on the march.

I was detailed to go with the wagons & cook for the Co. Myself & 1
other from the Co. I now draw rashons for the Ce. is all the duty I
do but if there is any more fighting to do I expect to have a shar to de
but T am not amxious to fight, & hope I will not have much of it to do.
Biddy, I hope you are doing well and will continue to. I thihk I will
be at home sometime to enjoy life with you again. I hope to at least.

I want to see you and the children as bad as I ever did in my life.

Tell Fanny to learn her new book & get so she can read & when I come home

I will ihg her another book. Tell Martha I know she is the preties
little girl in Fayette, Well I have written enuf., You must excuse me
for writing with a pencil for the ink is frozed & excuse my bad
composition, Tt has been so long since I wrote that I am eseeee
relatives & friends & receive for your self. Remember me in your prayers
& btelicve me to be yours most affectionately.

Wm. M. Stewart,
To Biddy E. Stewart.

P.S. I will send this letter and money by Miles Bobo".
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"Morrestown, Tenn,
February 21, 186h.

Biddy E. Stewart.

Dear Wife: I will write you a short letter. I can inform you that

I am well and that is about all the news I have, We are going to leave
here in the morning. I cant say where I will go. I expect to my
command, We are out of battle here and have orders to be ready to
leave in the morning. There is a general move on hand but I do not
know where we will go. Some think we are going to Kentucky, arnd

some think we will f£all back. I do not know what to think. I have
not heard from the boyes at camp since Bobo left, We will do bad enuf
though you can rest asured of that. Only they have moved down on the
French board river and wme garding a ferry, They have drawn money
since Bobo left, They drew compensation, I recon I will get mine
when I get to them, Mine is 133 dollars or the c..s Or eees months
wages (unreadable on account of fading)e Capt. Ogdon left here
yesterday. He staid with me a day and knight, He gave me the letter
you sent me and it gave me a grate satisfaction to hear from you all
that you was as well off as you said. You wrote a long letter that

is the sort I like to get. You gave me a heap of news thats interesting.
T like long letters. If I am short myself in writing, I havent the
chance to write much, T am always tusey., I was very sorry to hear of
Mr Relsberg's death for he was a good citizen. I was very glad to hear
that J.F. Holiman is yet alive, I was afraid he had been killed.

Biddy do the best you can and look forward to a better day for I beliewe
it is coming but we have to suffer many hardwhips and disappointments
tut it will be over after while. I hope to see you again in this
world but if I shold not believe I wil see you in a better one. So
make yourself as easy about me as posible, I kmow you are living

a lomsome and desolate life but I hope it will not be for always.

Tell Fanny I sent her a book by Bobe and she must learn to read in it
and take care of it unti Pa comes home for he wants to heere it. Tell
Martha she must feed her little pig and lamb and Pa will send her a new |
book the first chance., I will close. I hope the good Lord will
protectus and permit us to meet again. So Good Yy.

Wm. M. Stewart,

To Biddy E. Stewart."
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"Greenville, East Tenn,
Saturday, February 27, 186h.

Riddy E. Stewart.

Dear Biddy: I will write you a fiew limes, Biddy I have no news of
interest more than I am well & have been in good health for some time

& I hope this will reach you & find you & family well and also the
relatives and friends, I am yet in the shop. We moved from Merrestown
up here last Wednesday. The army has fallen back 30 or LO miles. They
are 15 or 20 miles below here. What they are doing I cant tell, My
command is at the Midway, 1l miles from here. The boyes are all well.
T heard from them the other day., Some think there will be a fight up
here shortley, but I cant say, there ma be, I learn the Yankeys is
coming in below Columitms, Miss,. I am afraid they will get in our
county & ruin you all, I here that Mobile is gone up tut I cant believe
ite I fear it will., Biddy, I have been resting a week, We are out
of lether. I dont know now when we will get any. Biddy I hear that
there has been a propesition made to our Brigade, all that was atle to
mount themselves and wanted to do so cold get a 30 day furlow & go home
and get bhem a horse. If that is so I am going to take that chance.

I heare 1t yesterday, I hope it is so for I want to come home the worst
you ever saw, but if I knew I old remain in the shop during the war

I would not chance it for no part of theservis, but I do not krow how
long I will remain in the shop & I am not able to march so I thihk I

had better get in the cavalery if I can & the thoughts of getting to
come home has a grate bearing. Biddy I will close for we have to go
to work.e We have got in a little lether & have to get through as soon
as we can. The Maj. says we will not stay here long; that we will go
towards Kentucky, but I dont think we will go in Kentucky for we have
our hands full nearer home. I will write you again soon & let you
know vhere I am, I want you to write often. Perhaps I will get a
letter once in a while. Tell James & John they croud me with

letters so that I never take time to read a letter from them, I did
not serve them that way while I was at Home. I just wrote to them
ocasionaly Wt it seems that they have forgoten me. Tell them that I
think of them every day & yet I havent recd a line from them since they
got home & I think a little hard of them. Biddy do the best you can

& if the army comes through, hide all you can & try to keep enuf to

live on, for I think we are gons up & if we can live a little longer

I think this thing will end. Give my love to relatives & friends &
receive for yourself., I remain yours cincerely,

Wme M. Stewart."
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"Greenville, East Tenn.
Sunday, March 6, 186k,

Mrs. Biddy E. Stewart:

Dear Biddy, as I have an oportunity of sending a letter by hand I will
write you a riew lines. I have no news of importance, I am well

and hope this eeo (faded) this time I fear we have to ..., for it to
last long. I expect we will hawe to go to the command berore long,

tut I dont intend to stay there if I can help it, for I caB march

and I can do some other thingS..ees. drew their comutation. I did not
dravw mine because it was not there .esee I dont care for the money is
collected in.... the money 1s not in before the lst. The money that is
not in by the 1st of April will te discounted down to 66 cts.on the
dollar and sseee. (contimed on next page) much now, I cant get any
thing here for my money from the citizens, Biddy I want you to tell
Pap to hold on to all of his horses, so if I can get to come home I can
get a horse from hiMe secesece and I can get to come home I will mount
myself and if they dont let me come I will not. If I can get home I
will go to Dr. Stewarts Company. Paps or John one can save me a horse.
I havent recd any letter since Capte Ogdon got back. I got the letter
that Martha sent me this ewening. They have had it at Company "D" a long
time. I recon Martha has been looking for an answer. I was very glad
to get a letter from her, Tell Mary that I have not forgotten her tho

I havent written to her, She requested me to write, I have been
waiting for something that would interest her and havent found it. Tell
her and all the rest that I would be proud to get a letter from any of
them, and I know they could rite if they wanted to. I have no news that
is of interest, or I would write them, The war has become an old think,
and it dont interest me like some things from home, and from some of the
family, friends or relatives. I was well pleased with your last letter.
It gave me some interesting news. If you had written about as mch more
it would have been even better, I wish I could be at home to fix for

a CrOP esesseee Much better than here, I have been to church today 2
miles from towm. It was a free will Baptist meeting, I liked the
sermon the bext kind, I like the Free Will Doctrin. I saw a good many
nice ladies but they are all union seeeo Well so I am always right on
thegoose, I will send Martha a pair of shoes, Tell her that she must
take care of them & wear them if they are large emuf & when Pa comes
Home I will get her some better ones. I couldnt get any new lether
and I made them out of old toot legs and a cartrige box & I am afraid
they are too little, Biddy, I have been trying to get lether to make
you some shoes if I stay in the sheps long and I think I will make you
some and send to you for I know it is a hard matter to get shoes there.
I have written emf, BRiddy do the best you can & dont uneasy yourself
atout me. I think I will get home sometime & if I dont I hope to meet
you in a better world. I remain yours most affectionately.

Wm. M. Stewart,

To Biddy E. Stewart
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"Greenville, E. Tenne
March 19, 186lh.

Mrs. Biddy E, Stewart,

Dear Biddy: and relatives. As I have an oppertunity of sending you a
letter by hand, I will write. I amwell and I hope this will find

you a1l well, I havent much of interest to write., Brother James and
J.T. Holiman is here. They came down on the train day before yesterday.
They have been staying with me since they are going down this evening

to the command 15 miles from here, I was very glad to see them but
sorry they did not stay at home longer, They are tolerably well about
as they was when they left home, J.T. Holiman looks very well but James
looks poor and bad. He is not fit for servis. It arforded me grate
pleasure to talk with him. He cold tell me all about affairs at home.
I have not worked any since he got here. He says you are all very well
& have plenty to eate, I was hapy to hear you was doing so well,

if the Tories will let you alone you can live til this savage war is
erded. I say savage war and it is so & if you knew as much about it

as I do yeu would say so teo. I do not know how long I will stay
here. We are out of stock & I think we will go to the cormand shortly.
I do not lnow any war news that would interest you. All is quiet here.
James says they are crying out in our part that the army is better fed
than it ever was. Well if you call a little bred well fed we are well
red & not emf of thatywe draw a few cow boms sometimes. You know
there is not any flesh on cows at this season, but yet I get plenty.

I am up here where I cah shift & get things that the boyes cant in camp.
T am afraid I will suffer if I have to stay in camp, Biddy I dont think
this thing can last long & we must bear it the best we can & think a
little about it as possible. I hope we will be permitted to live in
peace together again. Tell Fanny that Pap says she is the smartest
little girl he ever saw if she can spin, Pap wants to be at home to
see her spin & cook dtc. Tell Martha Pap wants to see her and hear her
talk for I know she is the pretiest little girl in 8 states. Tell her
to take care of her little colt til Pap comes home & then we will ride.
I will close, Write often and I will do the same. I remain yours as

ever,

William M, Stewart,
To Biddy E. Stewart

Biddy raise amother colt from Rubens horse if you can havwe the chance.
If not from a roan.”
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"Tyners Station, Tenn,
November 1, 1863,

Mrs, Biddy E. Stewart.

Dear Biddy: As you have forgotten me se seon I will write you a fiew
words in erder to lring you in rememberance of me again. Biddy, why
did you not write by your Pap?- I want to have all the news & your

Pap cold not tell all I wanted to hear., He cold only tell me how

you all weres I was very sory to lern your eyes was so sore. I hope
you are well by now, He cold not tell me how many loads of cern you
maid, nor how you was getting along sawing wheat & I wanted to hear

all about the stock & he knew tut little about it. Biddy try to put your
potatoes up so they will keep for they will pay you fer your trouble, and
when they get sweat make a large pudding & eat it & think of me. Biddy,
Jerusha sald you was talking of geirg te Tuscaloosa when you killed your
beef, I rather you would send if you can for you will find it a hard
taske I hait for you to leave home se long. Biddy I havent heard a
word from you only what youyr Pap told me, that is, I have not get any
letter. I have been looking for a letter some time, I have sent you
2 before this, Your Pap did not know whether you had written or note
Biddy, write eften, I will send some powder and caps by your Pap,

1/3 of it is yours & the balance is Huldies. Jim and I is sending
together, there is 160 or 70 caps & about 1 1b of powder & I wanmt you

to use it 1if necessary. Biddy, I saw J.F. Holiman & he thinks it

will be alright soon. You know what I mean. There is seume dout with
me, but he said the chance is geod. I have not don any duty yet.

I cant get a transfer, I can get a detall to a shoe shop. I dont know
whither I will do it or not. I recon it will be the best for me.

I dont know hardly what to de. I am going to try to do the best I can
for myself, There is a heape of ways to choake a dog without using
utter, I will close., Do the best you can & I wi]f do the same.

I remain yours as ever,

Wm, M. Stewart
To Biddy E. Stewart",





image2.jpeg
"Camp 58th Alabama Regiment,
near Chattaneoga,
November 3, 1863,

Rebeccas T received your kind letter of October 6th today was &
week ago and our Regiment was in the act of moving and I being unwell
did not answer you as seon as I might if my condition had been bettere
We moved about a mile to the left on the same line and are telerably
well situated, and I have got well again. The last time I wrote

home I thought I would havwe to ge to the hospital for a few dayss but
the docter Bave me some medicine and it has had the desired effect and

I was ahle for duty again.

Charlie ( Charles Stephen Corprell, his brother in law)
never got here until the first day of this month. He saw Mr. Middleton
and Jerusha ever at Tyner's Station and trought me two letters, I
received 5 letters that day and have not time to answer them all owing
to so ruch writing I have to do and have already done. I have been
very busy making a muster roll, pay rolls for the last day or twe,
and T have one to make yet, and then I will have some more leisure hours
to write letters, This is the first letter I have written in over
a week, except one little ome I wrote to William yesterday evening.

T wanted to see Mr. Middleton very bad and would love to have seen
Jerusha ceme if we had any accomodation about us, but she would have
fared badly here in our company.

We have all drawn money here. If Mr, Middleten had come
I would have sent some hore. All is quiet here now. Sometimes you
can hear cannon fire. The picket lines are two or three hundred yards
apart and our men nor the enemy de not fire at each other, but our
big guns from the summit of Lookout Mountain fire on them occasionally.
T heard them fire twice last might and yesterday they fired some. I
do not think there will be a fight here. I believe it will be on
the right or left flank of our line. I think it will take two er
three big fights up here in Temmessee to wind it up,. I btelieve we
will have some idea when peace will be made Yy this time next year.
I hope it will be sconer but I do not think so.

We are getting toleratly plenty to eat here such as it is,
My appetite has never failed since I left home. Charlie is looking
very healthy. He staid at Newbern a long time, He hrought some
chestmts and chinkypens which were vey good. Tell Sally that I will
write to her in a few days. I hope this may reach you and find you all
well and doing well. You must write again. If John is at home
tell him to write. I want to hear how he is getting along.

Yours respectfully,
J.F. Holliman",





image3.jpeg
"Missionary Ridge, Tern,
November 13, 1863,

R.U. Stewart.

Dear Friend: I received your kind letter of the lst of November
yesterday and was very glad to hear from you. I am getting along
toleratily well under the existing circumstances, however I am getting
along as well as others. My business occupies most of my time and
thoughts, except an occasional thought now and then glides over my
memory of Home and Dear Friends, When I sink to sleep at nights
and forget that I am in the war, or that there is any war, T often
see friends and home scenes in my dreams. I do not see mich
satisfaction up here sure, I see no funn or pleasure and I have
to contend with most everything that makes one hate war., It is more
satisfaction to me to receive a letter and hear that you are all
doing well than anything else,

I saw William day before yesterday. He was well.
He said he received a letter from Mr. Middleton which informed him
that John and James had got to go heme. I would be glad to know how
John 1s getting along,. I reckon Puss was very glad to see James
and James glad to see hex.

I reckon there is more talk of a big fight going
to be at Chattanooga ameng the folks about home than there is here,
We never hear much about it nor ever think much about it, I think
we are able to treat them like we did at Chicamauga if they ever come
against us again, I do not believe that the Yankees are near home,
unless 1t is a few Tories. I never want to hear that Yankees are
atout where my home is. It would ruin us all for them fo go down
there, They would use everything that they want ... all the comn,
hogs, sheep, cattle and everything else and they sometimes burn the
houses and make firewcod of the fenses of large plantations, tut that
will never be the case at home, unless they station somewhere near
there,

Give my best respects to John and Jumes. I would be
glad to see them and be home with them. I reckon they will eat a
great many potatoes and a heap of milk and tutter. I bet that if I
was at home with them we would hawve a slice of pie and a big laugh
the first day at dinner. Rebecca I Received the present you sent in
your letter which was very mice. I mean to keep it a long time
if I keep my life,

Yours, Rebecca, respectfully,
J.F. Holliman,
Note: Twelve days later, on the 25th of November, 1863, he along

with many of his Company, were captured by the Federals in the charge
up the mountainside at Misslonary Ridge,
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The following note is undated amd was in the hand writing of J.F.
Holliman on plain paper and in ink, and on twth sides of the
page. It is not kmown who the note was addressed to, and was
probably written before his capture at Missionary Ridgee

"A11 think I have almost forgotten you because I have not written any
but I have not had time. We have been marching contimiously and
have now left the battlefield and are in pursuit of the Tankees,

We have run them about 10 miles. They have gone to Chattanooga

and we are now in a few miles of that place. We think the Yankees
will make a stand at Chattanocoga. If they do temorrow we fight
again, I will write more the next opportunity and will tell you

a great many more things when I have more time to write. (Next page)
I wish I had time te write it all now., Since I begun to write the
mai} has come and I received yours of the 10th of this monthe I am
glad to hear of the deserters being taken up. I am glad to hear
that you are all well. I do not know when I will see John, I expect
you will see him first for he will go home to stay as soon as he is
able. I have no envelopes with me, they are with my haggage in the
wagons in the rear,

Yours respectfully,
J.F, Holliman."

NOTE: It is thought that this note was written just after the
Battle of Chicamauga, whin the Federals were in retreat from
the Battlefield, and attempting to reach Chattancoga.

This note was probably addressed to Rebecca Stewart.
The John mentioned was probably John Stewart, the younger brother
of Rebecca, who had been seriously wounded in an earlier actions
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"Loudon, Tennessee,
November 2k, 1863,

Mrs. Biddy E. Stewart.

Dear Biddy: I take my pen in hand to write you a fiew lines to let
you know where I am and how I am getting along. I am tolerably well.
We have been on the move for L4 days & have got this far toward Knoxville.
We left the same evening that Tilmon left and went down to the old
battlefield or at lsast the Regt did. I started the next morning &
got with the wagons & stayed with theme The Regt, came back Sunday &
took the train at Chicamauga for Knoxville. When I got to Chicmaga
they was gone. I got on the next train & overtaken them at Charpleston.
where we received a dispatch to return to Chicmaga & we crossed the
river three times, One dispatch after another & last might at 10
oclock the men that cold not march started on the train for this places
The rest was to march, This morning when they get here I expect we
will all have to try it, a fact, and I fear I cant make it for very
little wears me out, but I will not be by myself for there is lots of
bare footed men along & they cant march fast so I will have company,
We left J.T. Holliman at Charleston sick. He has something like flu.
He was not very bad., He & T was together til we got to Charleston.
The other boyes are all well I recon. Til is nearly home ly this
time. He left on the 20th for home on 30 days furlow or detached
rather, Biddy I told him to bring me some tobacco & 1 pair socks.

I forgot to tell him that I wanted a kmt cap for my head, I want

it knit with ears to come down so as it will keep my errs warm, & a
large potate to fill me up so the wind wi]l not cut me in too, for

we dont get much here. Biddy I am ik a hurry., You must excuse

my short letter & bad writing for my pen will not write. I havent
recd a line from you yet & I am getting a long ways from home, but I
do hope the same kind hand that has protected me all thoough life

so far will bring me safe home at last.

Wme M. Stewart."
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"Hawidins County, Tennessee,
December 12, 1863.

Biddy: I will write a few lines with a faint hope that they may

reach you & give you some consolation, for I know it has been a long
time since you heard from me. I have not heard from you since

Ellis left there. I am not well, bt atout. I have been very

puny for several days but better today. I hawe a yery bad cold and
cough, a hurting in my chest, but I have kept up so far, I have

been with the waggons on this retreat til we stopped here. I am

now with the Regiment and the wagons have gone on to Bristel, Va.

We have been stoped here 3 days, How long we will stay her I cant tell,

Biddy, I will tell you smmething that will surprise you.
Six of our Company staid with the Yanks --- that is, they sliped
out of ranks when the Regt. stoped. Billy and Baxter R, Nelems,
H. Berry, A Berry and J.T. Evans, The boyes got up the idea that
if the Yankeys got them they would be paroled for the war, tmt if
they dont get deceived. I think they will.

Lt. Caraway gave out on the road & I expect they got him.
W.F, Miles was wounded in the charge at Knoxville through the left
leg. He is with the wagons. He will come home if we ever get to
the railroad. His wound is not dangerous, it is a flesh wound.
He is all the men in the Llst that got hurt in that charge. They
was hel back in reserve, The Regts that charged the fort susfered
very badly., Our loss in killed, wounded and prisoners amounts to
about 600 with 100 of them killed & if they hurt the first Yankey
I never heard of it.

The boyes from our settlement is all well that is along.
T. Cargall, J. Hughey & J. South are all well, I have not heard
from J.T. Holiman since I left him at Charleston. I expect the
Yankeys got him, T.H. South can never get our clothing to us if
we remain here for there is no transportation. Here we have to
gather all we eat out of the country. We get 1/2 1b, flower some daysy
and some days none, Meat is plemty. I will close, Dont write
til you hear from me again, Remember me in your prayers & I remain
your affectionate husband,

Wn. M, Stewart."








